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Introduction 
 
The project Managing Urban Europe-25 has been running for three years in developing a model for local 
and regional sustainability applicable to all cities and regions in EU27+. During the project 25 European 
cities and regions have participated in the development of the model and the pilot implementation of it 
supported by a variety of local authority networks. The MUE-25 model of an integrated management 
system has been taken up in the recently published guidance in relation to the Thematic Strategy on the 
Urban Environment. The model is the key for cities and regions to fulfil EU policies such as Lisbon 
Agenda, EU Sustainable Development Strategy, Leipzig Charter on European Sustainable Cities, as well 
as to implement the Aalborg Commitments of the European Sustainable Cities & Towns Campaign. It 
builds on existing environmental management systems such as EMAS, ISO 14001 and ecoBUDGET but 
widens the scope to include all sustainability dimensions and operates at the heart of a city’s strategic 
planning processes. 
The BerlinForum will serve as platform to discuss challenges and benefits for cities and regions when 
introducing the MUE-25 integrated management system for local and regional sustainability. The 
different sessions and plenaries will discuss the replication potential of the MUE-25 experiences in EU27 
and identify the potential contributions of the variety of EU, national, regional institutions and local 
government associations in furthering and mainstreaming the application of the MUE-25 integrated 
management system for local sustainability. 
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FINAL PROGRAMME 
 

Tuesday, 12 February 2008 
 

12:00 REGISTRATION  
 

 

13:00 WELCOME 

Facilitation and Opening: Björn Grönholm, Union of the Baltic Cities – Environment and Sustainable 
Development Secretariat, Finland 

Welcome:  
Andreas Geisel, Councillor for City Development, Environment & Construction,  
District Berlin-Lichtenberg, Germany 

Dr. Jörg Mayer-Ries, Head of Dept. General Affairs of Environmental Policy, Environmental Protection 
and Sustainability Strategies, Federal Environment Ministry, Germany 
 
13:10 CITY SPOTLIGHT: MANAGING A SUSTAINABLE LOCAL FUTURE  

Practical experiences with Integrated Management System from cities’ perspective, the activities 
undertaken by cities and their challenges benefits and achievements will be introduced. 

Facilitation:  Björn Grönholm, Union of the Baltic Cities, Finland 

Inspiration: Werner Spec, Lord Mayor, City of Ludwigsburg, Germany 
 
13:30 OPENING PLENARY: MANAGING A SUSTAINABLE EUROPEAN FUTURE? 
The opening plenary will see input statements on the importance of integrated management for 
sustainability in cities & regions from the EU and local perspective followed by a facilitated interview. 
 
Facilitation:  
Claudia Heberlein, UNEP/GRID Arendal, Switzerland 
Ian Kedge, Lewes District Council, UK 
 
Input:  
Gisela Kallenbach, Vice President, Urban Intergroup, European Parliament, Belgium 
Emilio D’Alessio, Vice Mayor, City of Ancona, Italy, President Coordinamento Agenda Locale 21, 
Steering Committee of European Sustainable Cities & Towns Campaign, Executive Committee Member 
of ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability 

 
Interview:  
Alenka Burja, Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, Slovenia 
Emilio d’Alessio, City of Ancona, Italy 

Verena Exner, German Environment Foundation, Germany 
Gisela Kallenbach, European Parliament, Belgium 
Dr. Jörg Mayer-Ries, Federal Environment Ministry, Germany 
 

14:30 COFFEE BREAK   
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15:00 WORLD CAFÉ: LOCAL STORIES, EXAMPLE FOR OTHERS 

The MUE25 partner cities and regions had very different starting points, different political, administrative, 
geographical and cultural conditions. Some felt as newcomers, some had already advanced 
environmental management systems in place, some are renowned fore-runners in sustainable 
development. Some focused on infrastructure development, when others thought of improving their 
climate and energy policies. Some are very small in terms of inhabitants and financial and institutional 
resources, some are big capital cities, others should be considered as regions. The world café will 
present a kaleidoscope of different experiences and settings. MUE-25 partner cities will each host a table 
in the world café and introduce their specific experiences with the Integrated Management System to 
‘their guests'. The hosts will change after 30 minutes to allow ‘guests' for appreciating different 
experiences. The guests will have the opportunity to discuss more in-depth questions, understand the 
variety of experiences and the flexibility and applicability of the Integrated Management System in 
different circumstances.  

Facilitation:   
Annika Claesson, UBC-Union of the Baltic Cities, Finland,  
and Holger Robrecht, ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability, Germany 

World Café Hosts 
Table 1: City of Tübingen, Germany / Lewes District Council, UK  
Table 2: City of Växj� , Sweden / Municipality of Balatonfüred, Municipality of Siofok, Hungary 
Table 3: Province of Siena, Italy / City of Donaueschingen, Germany 
Table 4: City and County of Nordhausen, Germany / City of Kaunas, Lithuania 
Table 5: City of Stockholm, Sweden / Municipality of Ascha, Germany 
Table 6: City of Paderborn, Germany / Leeds City Council, UK 
Table 7: City of Oslo, Norway / City of Siauliai, Lithuania 
Table 8: City of Riga, Latvia / City of Wurzburg, Germany 
Table 9: City of Lahti, Finland / City of Ancona, Italy 
Table 10: City of Neu-Ulm, Germany / City of Turku, Finland 
 
Observers:  
Katica Hajrulahovic, Swedish International Development Agency, Serbia, Mona Nilsen, Association of 
Local and Regional Authorities, Norway, Risto Veivo, CBSS – Council of the Baltic States, Finland 
 
16:00 PANEL WITH OBSERVERS: LOCAL STORIES, EXAMPLE FOR OTHERS 

The plenary is to share and discuss observations regarding the implementation of the integrated 
management system in MUE-25 partner cities and its potential for transfer and replication. The session 
aims to summarise the world caf� . 

Facilitation: Guttorm Grundt, City of Oslo, Norway 

Panel: 
Katica Hajrulahovic, Swedish International Development Agency, Serbia, Mona Nilsen, Association of 
Local and Regional Authorities, Norway, Risto Veivo, CBSS – Council of the Baltic States, Finland 
 

16:30 CLOSING PLENARY  

Facilitation:   
Annika Claesson, UBC-Union of the Baltic Cities, Finland,  
and Holger Robrecht, ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability, Germany 

Inspiration: Zack Theater, Berlin, Germany 
 

17:00 END OF PRESENTATIONS FOR THE DAY 
 

18:30 - ca. 20.00 Castle Friedrichsfelde:  
RECEPTION OF CHRISTINA EMMRICH, LADY MAYOR, DISTRICT OF BERLIN-LICHTENBERG 
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Wednesday, 13 February 2008 

 
09:00   OPENING PLENARY: FROM CLIMATE CHANGE TO EQUITY 

Facilitation:   
Annika Claesson, UBC-Union of the Baltic Cities, Finland,  
and Holger Robrecht, ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability, Germany 

Introduction to the Venue: Ms. Monika Mayer, Director, Max-Taut School 

Inspiration 
Katrin Lompscher, Senator for Health, Environment and Consumer Protection, City of Berlin, Germany: 
From Climate Change to Equity 

Annika Claesson, Union of the Baltic Cities, Finland,  
Holger Robrecht, ICLEI ± Local Governments for Sustainability, Germany 
Managing Urban Europe-25: An Introduction to the Integrated Management System  
 

10:15  HRS: FROM CLIMATE CHANGE TO EQUITY – WORKSHOPS 
What added value does the integrated management system offer for cities and regions using it to further 
their work with a variety of h̀ot issues' of sustainable city development in Europe? Five parallel will offer 
a platform for a facilitated and interactive discussion. A city intervention will provide an idea of how the 
integrated management system in MUE-25 has helped them to work with the theme. An expert on the 
issue will reflect on the experiences and discuss the benefits and challenges with implementation. The 
facilitator of the session will encourage the audience to take part in the discussions. 
 

Workshop 2.1:  
Climate/Energy 
Facilitation: Miriam Eisermann, 
Energy Cites, Belgium 

Input:  
Claudia Heberlein,  
UNEP/Grid Arendal, Switzerland 

Paolo Casprini, 
Province of Siena, Italy  

Observer: Tom Knowland,  
City of Leeds, UK 

The objective of this session is to 
discuss how the integrated 
management system can be of 
added value for working with the 
challenge of climate change and the 
implementation of an integrated 
climate and energy strategy. 

Workshop 2.2:  
Natural common goods 
Facilitation:  
Monika Zimmermann,  
ICLEI-Local Governments for 
Sustainability, Germany 

Input:  
Maria Berrini, Ambiente Italia 

Marco Cardinaletti,  
City of Ancona, Italy 

Observer: Marion Hammerl, 
Bodensee-Stiftung, Germany 

The objective of this session is to 
discuss how the integrated 
management system can be of 
added value for working efficient 
use of natural resources. 

Workshop 2.3:  
Responsible consumption 

Facilitation: Jaco Tavenier, 
United Nations Environmental 
Programme, Switzerland  

Input  
Guttorm Grundt,  
City of Oslo, Norway 

Observer: Ian Kedge,  
Lewes District Council, UK 

The objective of this session is to 
discuss how the integrated 
management system can be of 
added value for working with 
responsible consumption. 
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Workshop 2.4:  
Sustainable Transport and 
Mobility 
Facilitation: Anna Granberg, 
Union of the Baltic Cities, 
Finland 

Input: 
Radomira Pliskova,  
Transport Research Centre, 
Czech Republic 

Pekka Salminen,  
City of Turku, Finland 

Observer:  
Theodora Rissanen, Timo 
Permanto, City of Lahti, Finland 

The objective of this session is to 
discuss how the integrated 
management system can be of 
added value for working with 
sustainable transport and mobility.  

Workshop 2.5: 
Health & Equity 
Facilitation: Lars Ryd� n, 
Uppsala University, Sweden 

Input: 
Torbj� rn Hedhammer,  
City of Växj� , Sweden 

Observer: Stefan Kuhn.  
ICLEI-Local Governments for 
Sustainability, Germany 

The objective of this session is to 
discuss how the integrated 
management system can be of 
added value for working with health 
and equity. 

 

 

11:15 BREAK 

Inspiration: Raise the Roof, Choir, Director: Mr David Newkumet, Växj�  Katedralskola, Sweden 

 

11:35  PANEL OF OBSERVERS: FROM CLIMATE CHANGE TO EQUITY 

The plenary is to share and discuss observations regarding the implementation of the integrated 
management system in MUE-25 partner cities and its potential for transfer and replication. The session 
aims to summarize the aspects of Integrated Management with regard to the variety of issues f̀rom 
climate change to equity' from parallel workshops. 

Facilitation:   
Annika Claesson, UBC-Union of the Baltic Cities, Finland,  
and Holger Robrecht, ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability, Germany 

Panel: 
Marion Hammerl, Bodensee-Stiftung, Germany, Ian Kedge, Lewes District Council, UK, Tom Knowland, 
Leeds City Council, UK, Stefan Kuhn. ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability, Germany, Theodora 
Rissanen, Timo Permanto, City of Lahti, Finland 

12:05 PLENARY:  

Facilitation:   
Annika Claesson, UBC-Union of the Baltic Cities,  
and Holger Robrecht, ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability 

Inspiration: ALYVOS, Drama group, Director: Ms Raimonda Agne Medeisiene, Lithuania  
 

12:30 LUNCH 
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14:00  PLENARY: FROM AALBORG TO GOTHENBURG & LISBON  

Facilitation:   
Annika Claesson, Commission on Environment Secretariat, UBC-Union of the Baltic Cities,  
and Holger Robrecht, Sustainability Management, ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability 

Inspiration:  

Dr Engelbert L� tke Daldrup 
State Secretary, Federal Ministry of Transport, Building and Urban Affairs, Germany:  
Sustainable Development in Cities and Regions in the European Union. Framework, Policy, Needs 

 
14:45  FROM AALBORG TO GOTHENBURG & LISBON - WORKSHOPS  

What role can the MUE25 integrated management system play to efficiently and effectively implement 
the EU policies and strategies in a more coherent, less sectorally fragmented manner? What benefits do 
local governments and EU and national governments have using the Integrated Management System as 
the one backbone for implementation? Five parallel workshops will discuss the these issues and also 
address how an integrated management system can help to effectively and efficiently implement EU 
legislation at city and regional level. A city intervention will provide an idea of how they used the 
integrated management system in the specific theme. An expert on the issue will reflect on the 
experiences and discuss the benefits and challenges with implementation. The facilitator of the session 
will encourage the audience to take part in the discussions. 
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Workshop 3.1:  
Viable local economies  

Facilitation:  
Cristina Garzillo,  
ICLEI ± Local Governments for 
Sustainability, Germany 

Input:  
Anja Wenninger, City of 
Ludwigsburg, Germany 

Observer:  
Anna Granberg, Union of the 
Baltic Cities, Finland 

Workshop 3.2:  
Quality of Life in Cities and 
Regions  

Facilitator: Birgit Georgi, 
European Environment Agency, 
Denmark 

Input: 
Corinne Hermant-de Callataÿ, 
European Commission, 
Directorate-General for Regional 
Policy, Belgium 

Vilija Guzyte, City of Kaunas, 
Lithuania 

Observer:  
Marie Petrova, Ministry of 
Environment, Czech Republic  

Workshop 3.3:  
Territorial Agenda in the 
Baltic Sea Region: Cohesion 
Policy; Regional Disparities; 
Infrastructures 

Facilitation: Risto Veivo, CBSS ± 
Council of the Baltic States, 
Finland 

Input: 
Ms. Audrone Alijosiute, 
Environmental Centre for 
Administration and Technology 
(ECAT), Lithuania  

Ulf Hedin, City of V� xj� , Sweden 

Observer:  
Ola G� ransson, Ministry of 
Environment, Sweden 

How can cities & regions create 
viable local economies? The 
Community Lisbon Programme”, 
(COM (2005) 330 final) recognizes 
that “the challenges facing Europe's 
society, economy and environment 
are surmountable” and “if managed 
well they can be turned into new 
opportunities for Europe to grow 
and create more jobs”. The Lisbon 
re-launch recognizes the 
importance of “the overhaul of its 
governance structure to define more 
clearly the respective 
responsibilities at the national and 
the Community level in order to 
better match tasks and 
competences.” The paper 
addresses the sustainability 
management aspects and points the 
initiatives to be taken towards the 
implementation process and thus 
seeks the answer to the critical 
HOW question. 

How can cities & regions fulfil their 
main task, securing and improving 
the quality of life of their citizens? 
The Leipzig Charter on Sustainable 
European Cities (adopted 24 May 
2007) is a key policy document of 
the European Union in the field of 
urban development policy. It 
declares that “an integrated urban 
development policy is a key pre-
requisite for implementing the 
European Sustainable Development 
Strategy”. The document 
recommends “greater use of 
integrated urban development policy 
as an instrument and (that) the 
appropriate framework for this 
(should) be established on a 
national and European level.” 
European cities, it says, should 
consider developing an integrated 
urban development concept for the 
city as a whole in every case where 
this may seem appropriate. 

How can regions and cities 
contribute to sustainable, 
competitive regional development? 
The EU Territorial Agenda towards 
a more competitive and sustainable 
Europe of diverse Regions (adopted  
24./25. May 2007) contributes “to 
sustainable economic growth and 
job creation as well as social and 
ecological sustainability in all EU 
regions” and to “strengthen the 
global competitiveness and 
sustainability of all EU regions.” On 
the HOW, the Agenda states that 
“Territorial Cohesion can only be 
achieved through an intensive and 
continuous dialogue between all 
stakeholders of territorial 
development using integrated urban 
development policy and territorial 
cohesion policy complementary. 
This session will focus on what can 
be done in the Baltic Sea Region to 
encourage regions and cities to 
make use of integrated urban 
development policy within the frame 
of the Territorial Agenda, the role of 
the EU Cohesion Policy and the 
potentials of the integrated 
management system to act as a 
method for fulfilling the aims of the 
Territorial Agenda. 
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Workshop 3.4:  
Education & Capacity 
Building for Sustainable 
development 

Facilitation:  
Monika Zimmermann, ICLEI-
Local Governments for 
Sustainability, Germany 

Input:  
Stefan Kuhn,  
ICLEI-Local Governments for 
Sustainability, Germany 

Berlin-Lichtenberg, Germany  

Observer: Julia Corfield,  
Leeds City Council, UK 

Workshop 3.5:  
Thematic Strategy,  
The Aalborg Commitments & 
EMAS  

Facilitator: Balazs Gergely, 
European Commission, 
Directorate General 
Environment, Belgium 

Input:  
Sara Emilsson, Link� ping 
University, Sweden  

G� nther Baumg� rtner, City of 
Neu-Ulm, Germany 

Observer:  
Marion Hammerl-Resch, 
Bodensee-Stiftung, Germany 

 

How can the integrated 
management system as developed 
in MUE-25 support capacity building 
for sustainability? The EU 
Sustainable Development Strategy 
sees education as ªa prerequisite 
for promoting the behavioural 
changes and providing all citizens 
with the key competencies needed 
to achieve sustainable 
development.º Success in reversing 
unsustainable trends will to a large 
extent depend on high-quality 
education for sustainable 
development at all levels of 
education. In the context of the UN 
Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Development (2005-
2014) and in line with the Thematic 
Urban Strategy, Member States 
could further develop should 
develop education for sustainable 
development and targeted training 
on integrated management for local 
and regional authorities to building 
up social and institutional capacity. 

What role can the MUE25 
integrated management system play 
to efficiently and effectively 
implement these processes in a 
more coherent, less sectorally 
fragmented manner? Local 
Governments are facing a 
reference-triangle for integrated 
environmental management. First, 
the renewed European Sustainable 
Development Strategy recognises 
the Aalborg Process ªin delivering 
sustainable development and 
building up social capitalº. The 10 
Aalborg Commitments constitute the 
common framework and agenda for 
action following a cyclical 
management process. Second, the 
EU Parliament has mandated the 
European Commission to present 
the Thematic Strategy on the Urban 
Environment. A technical guidance 
for implementation has been 
published referring to the MUE-25 
integrated management system as 
core mechanism. Third and quite 
naturally, the European 
Environmental Management and 
Audit Scheme (EMAS) is 
considered as the European 
framework for environmental 
management systems. However, 
public authorities have experienced 
short-comings with application of 
EMAS to their organisations. 
Currently, EMAS is under revision. 

 

 
 
 
 

15:45 COFFEE BREAK  

Inspiration: Raise the Roof, Choir, Director: Mr David Newkumet, V� xj�  Katedralskola, Sweden 

Venue Tour: Ms. Monika Mayer, Director, Max-Taut School 
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16:10 PANEL: FROM AALBORG TO GOTHENBURG & LISBON 
 

The plenary is to share and discuss observations regarding the implementation of the integrated 
management system in MUE-25 partner cities and its potential for transfer and replication. The session 
aims to summarise the aspects of Integrated Management with regard to the variety of issues f̀rom 
Aalborg to Gothenburg and Lisbon' from the parallel workshops. 

Facilitation: 
Annika Claesson, UBC-Union of the Baltic Cities, Finland, and Holger Robrecht, CLEI-Local 
Governments for Sustainability, Germany 

Panel:  
Julia Corfield, Leeds City Council, UK, Ola G� ransson, Ministry of Environment, Sweden, Anna 
Granberg, Union of the Baltic Cities, Finland, Marion Hammerl-Resch, Bodensee-Stiftung, Germany, 
Marie Petrova, Ministry of Environment, Czech Republic 

 

 

16:45 PLENARY: A FUTURE OF INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT 

Facilitation:  Bj� rn Gr� nholm, Union of the Baltic Cities, Finland 
 
Messages: 
Prof. Bob Evans, MUE-25 Advisory Board, Sustainable Cities Research Institute, Northumbria University, 
UK 

Sauli Rouhinen, Sustainable Development, Environment Ministry, Finland 

Jaco Tavenier, United Nations Environment Programme, Regional Office for Europe, Switzerland 

 

17:15 CLOSING CEREMONY: FROM LICHTENBERG TO LEEDS  
- CITIES & REGIONS TOWARDS A ‘MUE 27’ 

Facilitation: The MUE-25 Project Steering Group 
 
Input:  
Andreas Geisel, Berlin-Lichtenberg, Germany, Tom Knowland, Leeds.City Council, UK, Emilio d'Alessio, 
City of Ancona, Italy 

 
 
17:30 CLOSING  
 
 
19:30 HOTEL ABACUS TIERPARK  
MANAGING URBAN EUROPE-25 – AFTER WORK PARTY FOR MUE-25 PARTNERS 

 


