
More than hot air – Local Action on Climate Change

- Comments and contributions to the Local Governmen t Climate Roadmap,
made by the delegates at the various sessions of th e 2008 ICLEI European
Membership Convention in Zaragoza, are summarised b elow. This summary,
based on the Convention discussions and reports, is  composed in a special
“role play” format - as if the positions and contri butions of local governments
(here: delegates of the ICLEI Convention) were pres ented to the audience of the
upcoming UNFCCC Conference of the Parties in Poznan , December 2008 -

Dear Mr President of COP14 here in Pozan,
Dear national delegates from nations around the world,

We speak on behalf of local governments, cities, towns, municipalities and counties,
representing more than 50% of the world’s population. Here 75 % of the world resources,
including energy, are consumed, causing substantial CO2 emissions. We have important
purchasing powers, and a vast array of instruments to influence the production and
consumption patterns of our inhabitants and local business.

Since Bali 2007, local governments have jointly embarked on a global process to accompany
your roadmap of the Conference of the Parties here now in Poznan and towards the COP 15
in Copenhagen next year. We have mobilised cities and towns around the globe, in an
unprecedented way. We now speak to you on their behalf.

We are here to demonstrate the local government commitment to support the implementation
of a strong global and comprehensive post-2012 climate agreement. We also wish to express
our expectations, where you, as our national governments, can enable us to support
mitigation actions, to achieve ambitious national and global targets.

I am speaking to you as a representative of European local governments, especially the
members of ICLEI, who wish to share with you their views:

·  Cities can act as climate heroes.
·  We will continue and increase our commitment to mitigation and adaptation, building on

our experiences as pioneers.
·  We offer our experience in reducing energy consumption, in decoupling economic growth

from energy consumption, in engaging citizens and other stakeholders.
·  We challenge you, our nations, with our ambitious targets on CO2 reduction and a fossil

fuel free future. Please know that 1000 of us have signed up to the World Mayors and
Local Government Climate Agreement, committing to CO2 reduction of 80% by 2050.

Ambitious reduction targets (session A1)
The urgency of climate change mitigation requires the response of all levels of governments
and society. Local governments are committed to climate action. We are committed to
ambitious, yet realistic targets - that go beyond national targets. We can help you reach your
national targets, and the anticipated revised international targets.



However, it is also clear that we need supportive and enabling frameworks to help us achieve
greenhouse gas reductions, monitoring and reporting. These frameworks must also include
supportive measures to empower us to address climate change adaptation. Such national-
local frameworks or partnerships should build on pilot actions and progress made within our
own national contexts.

There have been excellent local achievements across Europe. Now is the time to mainstream
local climate action in cities and towns.

We recognise the need to conduct annual inventories and regular extensive baseline
assessments, and are ready to become involved in this process.

Our vision is also to achieve global justice and equity. We want to partner with cities and
towns in emerging economies and developing countries to effectively tackle climate change
and sustainable development.

Cyclic approaches and integrated management (Sessio n B1)
In the implementation of local climate action we will use a cyclic and integrated management
approach. In doing so we want to ensure coherency, improved performance, and avoid
causing new problems in any other policy area.

Again, we call for supportive framework conditions, to ensure the implementation of
integrated management approaches.

Renewables (Session A3)
Introducing mitigation measures means implementing a combination of energy savings,
energy efficiency and renewable energy – for a comprehensive sustainable energy strategy.

Local governments are capable and willing to pioneer innovative approaches in the use of
Local Renewables – moving away from conventional energy sources, and leading the
transition to a sustainable energy future. We encourage using local resources for local
energy.

We urge national governments to provide an overall vision for this transition, and create
enabling policies and legal frameworks. We need professional and technical skills for wide-
scale roll-out.

Nuclear (Session A2)
We wish to emphasis that within a sustainable energy strategy, ICLEI does not regard
nuclear energy as a sustainable solution, from a safety, health and security perspective.

Sustainable Procurement (Session B4)
We are also committed to using our local resources effectively and with a focus on
sustainability, also our financial resources.

Local governments have extensive purchasing powers. We will use this to drive technological
innovation and create markets for energy efficient technologies, products and materials.

Mobility (Session A4)
Emissions in the transport sector are extensive. Strong direction by nationals government is
needed to seek solutions for those emissions emitted in sectors where local governments do
not have regulatory power, such as air and maritime transport.

We can however use our competences in land use planning, in our local taxation systems, in
our service provision to achieve a shift in transport solutions towards sustainable mobility in
our cities and towns. The combination of incentives and local regulations can help change
user behaviour, with an increased tendency towards compulsory measures.



Biofuels (Session A2)

The use of biofuels for transport has received widespread attention, in particular from a
sustainability perspective. The issue is not so much where biofuels are produced, but how
they are produced. Sustainability needs to be addressed in the whole life-cycle.

We urge you in your negotiations with developing countries to address sustainability criteria in
biofuels procurement, and to facilitate the transfer of more efficient technologies.

Green Buildings (Session A5)
There is vast potential for emissions reduction in the built environment, both for existing
building stock and for new constructions.

We will set ambition reduction targets for this sector, and switch to efficiency and sustainable
energy use.

National governments are called on to support this, by improving the framework conditions to
support widespread implementation. Enhancing national and European standards plays a key
role in this, as does developing professional skills.

Citizen involvement (Session B5)
Local governments can drive a change of behaviour in many target groups, such as our
citizens, our businesses, our local industries.

Public Private Partnerships (Session B3)
In our common goal to reduce emissions substantially, effective progress can be made
through public private partnerships.

Many of our companies recognise that there are considerable economic opportunities in
climate protection, also financial benefits from energy savings and cost reduction.

A combined effort of our local, national and international actions must mobilise us all – as
citizens, consumers, managers – to minimise our impact on the climate and environment.

Conclusions
To summarise: if you as our national governments strengthen our roles, responsibilities and
capacities, we can be one of your strongest allies to limit global warming to the critical 2
degrees Celsius increase.

We request recognition for our climate protection contributions at the international level, by:

a) recognising cities, towns and local governments as relevant actors and your partners in
the post-2012 climate agreement, by adding a chapter on “local governments and climate
protection”,

b) providing a global financial mechanism which allows local pioneers to demonstrate their
potential and to share with many others,

c) agreeing on a comprehensive, inclusive international agreement that supports global
justice.

d) setting framework conditions that unfold our full potential of local action for climate
protection.

We will use the next 12 months, until the UNFCCC Conference of the Parties COP15 in
Copenhagen, to intensify our local climate efforts and to enhance dialogue with our
respective national governments. We ask you to include local leaders in your national
delegations to the COP 15, so that we can enrich the global debate with our arguments and
positions.

Conference Reporting Team
Zaragoza, 25 June 2008


