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Going competitive, going sustainable?
Progressing from Aalborg to Seville requires sustai nability management

Aalborg is Denmark’s fourth-
largest municipality, comprising
3% of the national population, with
around 163,228 inhabitants living in
its 560 km2. In many way, this nice
seaside city is representative of
modern Europe, facing challenges
of unemployment, social change,
financial constraints and,
particularly, sustainable resource
management. It is within this
context that there has been growing
interest in the Aalborg Process - a
joint effort by local governments to
cooperate on issues of sustainable
development. +�������	�
������
,
���
�-
����
�������
��
�� 
�
�
 +�������

.
+������
�	�
��/
��
0��������	���	

However, although the political framework has been strengthened, the implementation of
sustainability management continues to pose significant challenges. How can ecologically and socially
responsible attitudes and economic prosperity be fostered and sustained simultaneously in a
globalising world? This question preoccupies the minds of national decision-makers at all levels. The
question is also key to the Aalborg Process, which developed out of the 1994 Aalborg Charter.

The Aalborg Charter was a signpost on the road to local sustainability and outlined the principles of
the ‘path to sustainable cities’. The subsequent Aalborg Commitments of 2004 have set the milestones
for this journey, enrolling a management process with Baseline Review, participatory target-setting,
political approval, reporting and evaluation for ten different fields of activity, covering the full range
of local development, governance and management issues.

350 local governments have signed up to the Aalborg Commitments as their voluntary and self-
binding roadmap to local sustainable development. These communities will gather in Seville, Spain,
from 21-24 March 2007 to share experiences
with peers at the Fifth European Conference on
Sustainable Cities & Towns (read further on
page 3).

Delivering sustainable development

The important role of the Aalborg Process “in
delivering sustainable development and building
up social capital” has been recognised by the
renewed European Sustainable Development
Strategy (Council of the European Union, Doc.
10117/06, 15-16 June 2006). The document
states: “It is the overall aim to build sustainable
communities in urban and rural areas where



2

European Union:
·  Sustainable Development Strategy & Lisbon

Strategy·  Thematic Strategy on the Urban
Environment

Local Governments:

·  The Aalborg Process: Aalborg Charter & Aalborg
Commitments·  European Sustainable Cities & Towns

Campaign

Process:
Managing Urban
Europe 25

Knowledge resources:
ACTOR

Targets:
STATUS

Self-assessment:
Local Evaluation 21

Resource management:
ecoBUDGET

Indicators:
Project 21

Guidance
Manuals
Instruments
Case studies

Seville 2007
  Tools

citizens live and work and jointly create a high quality of life. Approaches like Local Agenda 21 and
other processes with broad public participation must be further strengthened and promoted.
Municipalities, cities and towns should be invited to sign and implement the Aalborg Commitments.”

The re-launched Lisbon Strategy for Jobs and Growth seconds the EU Sustainability Strategy from an
economic perspective: “Drawing on lessons learnt from five years of implementing the Lisbon
Strategy, the European Council in March 2005 decided on a fundamental re-launch. It agreed to
refocus priorities on jobs and growth coherent with the Sustainable Development Strategy.”
(Presidency Conclusions, Doc. 7775/06, 24 March 2006).

At an implementation level, the Council of the European Union emphasises the Thematic Strategy on
the Urban Environment (Document 11070/06, 29 June 2006) as a means to implement the European
Sustainable Development Strategy. In particular, the Council welcomes “the focus on integrated
environmental management in the Thematic Strategy and the approach to highlighting the importance
of public participation in decision-making and the role that existing voluntary initiatives can play”.
Consequently, the Council “invites the Commission to provide support and impetus for public
participation, in particular by actively facilitating and promoting Local Agenda 21 and the Aalborg
Commitments” and calls on the European Commission, the Members States and cities to promote and
implement integrated environmental management.

Facing the challenges

Despite the progress in devising a sustainable development strategy, the implementation of these
policies continues to pose significant challenges. Analysis from research institutions such as TruCost
suggests that not only businesses are struggling to adopt sustainable strategies. Even local
governments are not living up to their responsibilities with regard to the important role they have in
delivering sustainable development. For instance, the US ‘Best Underwriting Guide’, widely used by
US underwriting experts, lists local governments as the most hazardous organisation from an
environmental impairment point of view.

One difficulty has been the lack of tools for quantifying sustainability issues. However, instruments
have been developed to help decision-makers take sustainability considerations into account when
carrying out cost-benefit analysis. An example is the Sustainable Value-concept, which is being
applied to allow assessment and management of sustainable performance similar to economic
performance. These instruments help to develop a ranking of companies in regards to their
sustainability performance and to quantify financial risks. In principle, this can be transferred to local
governments. By implementing better sustainability management, we can assume that those cities

walking the road to
sustainability will gain
prestige, save significant
financial and natural
resources, and get better
rankings when it comes
to investments, credits
and tariffs of insurance
companies.

Tools for moving
forward

ICLEI has developed
tools to aid actors that
are committed to
sustainable development.
Within the project
Managing Urban
Europe-25, twenty-five
European cities, guided
by ICLEI and numerous
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partners, have piloted an integrated management system to implement the Aalborg Commitments. The
guidelines within the project, created in practical cooperation with these cities from all over Europe,
offer substantive support to the Thematic Strategy on the Urban Environment.

The ACTOR - Aalborg Commitments Tools and References - project develops a rich knowledge
resource for cities. With the involvement of the networks of the European Sustainable Cities & Towns
Campaign and contributions of European local governments, ACTOR presents guidance and online-
resources. With ecoBUDGET, Ecological Footprinting, and sustainability reporting, methods for
managing, evaluating and presenting performance for local governments’ responsible consumption of
natural resources are provided. Further services support the development and release of local
institutional and staff capacity for implementing the Aalborg
Commitments.

All this is developed in support of local governments that have
decided to follow the path of sustainability to ease their
management processes, to get prepared for competition and to
strengthen their image as places of good quality of life,
prosperity and environmental responsibility. There are good
reasons to join these local governments – all that is required is
political will.

For further information about Managing Urban Europe-25 or the
ACTOR project, contact Holger Robrecht at: holger.robrecht@iclei-
europe.org.  For inspiring examples of how local governments are
contributing to the Aalborg Process, turn to the article on page 19.

Sevilla set for next steps of Aalborg Process
The Fifth European Conference on Sustainable Cities & Towns offers a unique opportunity to gain
insight into the progress and achievements of European local governments in implementing the
Aalborg Commitments and furthering local sustainability. The revised EU Sustainable Development
Strategy, adopted by the European Council in June 2006, encourages municipalities, cities and towns
to sign and implement the Aalborg Commitments and invites the networks of all levels to support
these activities.

The conference has three key aims – to highlight recently developed tools, guidance and methods; to
spread sustainability and take the Aalborg Commitments onto the streets of Europe; and to involve the
next generation in discussions and the development of future strategies. A wide range of plenaries,
presentations, workshops and activities will ensure that both the implementation and the political
support of the Aalborg Process receives a boost.

The conference takes place from 21-24 March 2007 in the city of Seville, Spain. The conference fee is
450€, with a reduced fee of 380€ applicable for members of the networks and organisations within the
Sustainable Cities & Towns Campaign, local government representatives of city signatories of the
Aalborg Commitments who have submitted a baseline review, as well as participants from Accession
Countries, Neighbourhood Countries and Latin America.

For more information contact sevilla2007@iclei.org or visit the website: www.sevilla2007.org
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Aalborg Commitments:
www.aalborgplus10.dk

5th Sustainable Cities & Towns Campaign
Conference
www.seville2007.org

Managing Urban Europe-25:
www.mue25.net

ACTOR
www.actor.sustainable-cities.org.uk

ecoBUDGET
www.ecobudget.com
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MEMBERS IN FOCUS

Koprivnica - Sustainable Urban Mobility Champion!
2006 has been filled with good news for ICLEI-member municipal authority of Koprivnica in
north-western Croatia. Koprivnica’s strategies for sustainable urban mobility have not only
gained the support of a growing number of citizens - they have also earned national and
international recognition and numerous awards!

Koprivnica has for several years been recognised as Croatia’s most cycle-friendly town, receiving the
Award of Best Practice Certificate in the category of Environment Protection from the Croatian
National Association of Towns and Communities. Building on this success, in 2006 Koprivnica
received a Certificate of Honour in the ICLEI ‘Cities enjoy bicycles’ initiative and was awarded joint
second place in the European Mobility Week award contest. Moreover, Koprivnica has committed to
furthering its work for sustainable development by joining ICLEI!

By developing successful mobility strategies, Koprivnica has been able to change the habits of
citizens. Bicycles were traditionally the favourite means of transport in the northern Croatian plains
until the private car prevailed in the 1970s. Soon the streets of the town became crowded and air
quality deteriorated as a result. In its efforts to make urban development sustainable, the municipal
authority of Koprivnica, assisted by a number of partners ranging from schools, kindergartens, sports
clubs, local environmental and citizens groups to businesses, developed four sustainable mobility
strategies and promoted them through the European Mobility Week initiative in 2002.

The strategies gained immediate public support because they both stemmed from the long-standing
cycling tradition and responded to the needs of many citizens. Architectural barriers were removed
from roads and public buildings, which improved accessibility considerably. At the same time, bicycle
tracks were added to every street reconstruction and new roads construction project. The town became
known for the first-ever free bicycle rental scheme in Croatia, known as Koprivnica City Bike.

Five years on, Koprivnica
boasts 33 km of fully
accessible roads; 50 km of
bicycle tracks; 24 km of tree-
lined streets and roads; and
150 bicycles in the City Bike
scheme. New projects,
including the ‘Cycling to
work’ initiative have recently
been started. Furthermore,
Koprivnica’s Local Agenda
21, the first in Croatia, is
currently being developed.

Alongside many reminders of
its 650 years of history, the
town of Koprivnica is proud
of its new ‘Monument to the
Bicycle’, its bicycle festival
in June, and its new ‘Bicycle
City’ brand. Congratulations
to Koprivnica on their
success!

For more information, contact
Helena Hecimovic at: hello-
english-lc@kc.htnet.hr

01�)�%(��+

Population: 31,000 (2005)

Area: 90,94 km2

Main sources of income: Food and pharmaceuticals, beer, wood and paper
processing

Unemployment: 14%
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ICLEI members win European Mobility Week award!
The ICLEI member city of Copenhagen, Denmark, has won the 2006 European Mobility Award, with
ICLEI members Budapest, Hungary, and Koprivnica, Croatia (see page 4) sharing joint second place.
The award is given annually for the promotion of best practice in sustainable urban transport by local
authorities. This year the competition received a total of 43 entries.

The Award seeks to reward local authorities’ activities in the framework of the European Mobility
Week, by promoting their success in raising awareness of the need for local action in the field of
sustainable urban mobility. In 2006, 1,146 European cities participated in the European Mobility
Week’s ‘Car Free Day’ as part of the ‘In Town Without My Car’ campaign, which aims to mobilise
and inspire citizens to switch to alternative forms of transport.

For more information, visit: www.mobilityweek-europe.org

ICLEI INTERNAL

Bourgas marks EU entry with ICLEI visit
Gino Van Begin, ICLEI Regional
Director for Europe, visited the city of
Bourgas, Bulgaria, from 27-29
September 2006. Bourgas is
represented on the ICLEI Executive
Committee by Deputy Mayor Venelin
Todorov and discussions took place
regarding future cooperation between
the municipality and ICLEI. As
Bulgaria will be admitted to the EU in
2007, the topic of changes in national
agenda was also discussed.

A case study on Bourgas on the topic of
environment and health will be published
soon – details will shortly be available on:
www.iclei-europe.org
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ICLEI European Members Convention 2008
Several cities have indicated their interest and commitment to host the next ICLEI European Member
Convention, which will take place in 2008. Talks are underway and the European Executive
Committee members will discuss the options during their next meeting in November in Kolding,
Denmark. Following this meeting, a final decision on the host and the timing of the convention will be
made, with an announcement expected by the end of November 2006.

For more information, contact: training.centre@iclei.org

ICLEI European Secretariat staff news
Stefan Kuhn, Director of the Urban Governance Team at ICLEI’s European Secretariat, has returned
to ICLEI following one year of parental leave. Stefan has resumed his responsibilities and can be
contacted as before at: stefan.kuhn@iclei-europe.org

Stephan Köhler joined the Information Services Team as a Project Assistant with special responsibility
for a project on Public Private Partnerships and for the production of print publications. Stephan
studied Sociology in Freiburg, Germany, and prior to joining ICLEI organised workshops for the State
Department of Political Education of the Federal State of Baden-Württemberg. Stephan can be
contacted at: stephan.koehler@iclei-europe.org
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CLIMATE AND AIR

Indian-German exchange on local renewables
Freiburg, the host city of
ICLEI European
Secretariat, is a world-
famous ‘Solar City’ and
is often called the
‘Ecological Capital of
Germany’. Through its
local environmental
initiatives and active
international
collaboration, Freiburg
serves as a model city for
sustainability.

From 25-26 September
2006, Freiburg received a
visit by a high-level
delegation of Indian local
government representatives
seeking to learn about
renewable energy. Mr.
Lokesh Chandra,
Commissioner of the city
of Nagpur, and Mr. Mihir K. Mohanty, Mayor of the city of Bhubaneswar, met with ICLEI Executive
Committee Member Dr. Dieter Salomon, the Lord Mayor of Freiburg.

Freiburg, a model participant in the Cities for Climate Protection Campaign, is a world leader in the
solar energy field. The city has supportive policies in place, exemplary solar architecture on display,
and plays host to a wide range of industry, research and development institutes, as well as non-profit
organisations that work towards sustainable energy. The study visit combined practical talks with city
planners and energy experts, with visits to diverse renewable energy project sites. Highlights included
visiting a district heating plant operating with wood-chips, a wind turbine, and a heat-recycling
installation used by local farmers.

The visit was part of the ICLEI project ‘Local Renewables Model Communities Network’, which
promotes renewables and energy-efficiency at the local level. The city of Freiburg is a European
network partner and supports interesting exchanges as a ‘resource community’ for the project. The
visit revealed that the three cities face similar challenges in the area of sustainable energy provision,
despite different contexts, and that cooperation can support the realisation of the cities’ true potential
in the areas of renewable energy and energy-efficiency. The mayors returned to India inspired by
Freiburg’s example and committed to advance work in their own communities.

Opportunity for European members

Advanced cities in the field of renewable energy and energy efficiency are invited to join the ‘Local
Renewables Model Communities Network’. A limited number of cities will become ‘resource
communities’ in the initiative, and will share information and support capacity-building actions.
Benefits include networking with a world-wide group of dynamic cities and specific opportunities for
visibility.

More details about the initiative, which is supported by the GTZ (Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit),
will soon be made available under: www.iclei.org/local-renewables. Contact Maryke van Staden of the Climate &
Air team at: ccp@iclei-europe.org
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Nottingham Declaration

Action Pack now available
ICLEI is a formal partner supporting the Nottingham Declaration
Action Pack. The Action Pack was developed to support UK local
authorities taking practical steps in climate change mitigation and
adaptation, under the guidance of experts. All UK local authorities
are encouraged to use this range of tools in support of their mitigation
and adaptation actions, and link up to the growing network of
communities who have signed the Nottingham Declaration.

For more information, visit: www.nottinghamdeclaration.org.uk

Adaptation to climate change – new developments
In May 2006, the topic of adaptation was formally included in the European Cities for Climate
Protection (CCP) Campaign. All new participants signing up to the Campaign, using the
Reinforced Strategy document, are required to commit to the CCP 5-milestone process,
addressing both mitigation and adaptation measures.

These five milestones have been extended to include adaptation at each step, as follows:

·  establish an inventory and forecast for key sources of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the
corporate (municipal) and community areas, and conduct a resilience assessment to determine
the vulnerable areas based on expected changes in the climate.

·  set targets for emissions reduction and identify relevant adaptation strategies.

·  develop and adopt a short- to long-term Local Action Plan to reduce emissions and improve
community resilience, addressing strategies and actions for both mitigation and adaptation.

·  implement the Local Action Plan and all the measures presented therein.

·  monitor and report  on GHG emissions and the implementation of actions and measures (within
three years of joining the Campaign).

Further to this, an Adaptation Working Group (AWG) was established within CCP Europe to provide
a platform specifically for local authority officers and adaptation experts to share information, discuss
issues, and develop joint activity concepts.

Interested ICLEI members are invited to join, and are welcome to direct inquiries to Maryke van Staden, Project
Officer Climate & Air. Contact: ccp@iclei-europe.org

CCP partner in the Sustainable Energy
Europe Campaign
The European Cities for Climate Protection (CCP) Campaign run by ICLEI
joined Sustainable Energy Europe 2005-2008 as a partner. Sustainable
Energy Europe is a campaign aiming to raise public awareness and change
the landscape of energy. It runs between 2005 and 2008 and will contribute
to the achievement of EU energy policy goals and targets in the fields of

renewable energy sources (RES), energy efficiency (EE), clean transport and alternative fuels.

As sustainable energy plays a key role in climate protection, the CCP regards this partnership as an
important instrument for improving the flow of communication and reaching different actors in the
position to address local climate protection through sustainable energy actions.
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New BYPAD auditors in Graz, Austria

If you are inspired by and committed to the common goal of sustainable energy, and wish to contribute to this
experience from your own country, please get in touch with the Sustainable Energy Europe Campaign's PR Desk:
pr@sustenergy.org For more information on the CCP, visit: www.iclei-europe.org/ccp

EU Sustainable Energy Week 2007

‘Take a week to change tomorrow’
The EU Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW) will take place from 27 January – 4 February 2007. The
event aims to become the key annual reference point for sustainable energy issues in Europe. The
EUSEW will feature major EU and international events covering most of the key topics related to
sustainable energy development. The aim is to favour thematic integration and cross-fertilisation of the
results of individual events, and to get the message over to the public that sustainable energy includes
all sectors, working together with a common aim.

The EUSEW is the first major initiative jointly undertaken by the European institutions and a wide
array of private and public authorities. Key events will be held in Brussels and will include:

·  the EU RES policy conference,

·  the EU conference on international co-operation on energy efficiency,

·  the presentation of the Intelligent Energy - Europe II programme,

·  the Sixth Annual ManagEnergy conference for local energy actors,

·  the CONCERTO programme conference,

·  the EU transport stakeholders' conference,

·  the Energy Globe Award ceremony

·  and other events proposed by entities such as CEMR, CECED and EuroElectric.

The Brussels Region will organise their ‘Energy Days' on the weekend and the week will also include
major events taking place outside of Brussels, namely Les Assises de l'Energie in Grenoble, France;
the Building Directive Platform in Dublin, Ireland; and the Spanish Sustainable Energy Week in
Murcia, Spain. Yet more events are in the pipeline...

For information on the EU Sustainable Energy Week 2007, visit: www.sustenergy.org

To attend the Sixth ManagEnergy Annual Conference on Local Energy Action, which takes place in Brussels from
31 January – 1 February 2007, visit: www.managenergy.net/conference/2007.html

BYPAD - Bicycle Policy Audit
15 people were trained as certified Bicycle Policy Audit
(BYPAD) auditors during a successful three-day course
that took place from 20-22 September 2006 in the city of
Graz, Austria.

The new auditors are now ready to guide cities and
regions towards implementing BYPAD in their respective
countries, and to develop local BYPAD Action Plans.
The use of the BYPAD tool will support the spread of
environmentally friendly and effective bicycle mobility in
more European cities and towns – a topical issue in urban
areas that are also looking into ways to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions and improve air quality. The BYPAD network consists of 34 auditors,
spread all over Europe.

Visit the overview on the website to identify your national contact point: www.bypad.org
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Clinton Climate Initiative forms partnership with
ICLEI's Cities for Climate Protection Campaign
ICLEI has established a collaborative partnership with the Clinton Climate Initiative, a project of the
William J. Clinton Foundation. ICLEI President David Cadman and ICLEI U.S.A. Executive Director
Michelle Wyman joined President Clinton at a press conference on 1 August 2006 to announce the
partnership. The partnership will result in a range of activities that directly increase the capacity of
cities throughout the world, including several European cities, to achieve deeper reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions, and will expand upon the technical assistance and tools available through
ICLEI's Cities for Climate Protection Campaign.

For more information, contact: ccp@iclei-europe.org

New Swedish Government backs Stockholm
Congestion Charges
In a referendum held on 17 September 2006, a majority of people in the Swedish capital and
ICLEI member city of Stockholm voted yes to making congestion charges a permanent feature
of the city’s economic and environmental life. At the same time, however, a majority of people in
14 of the surrounding municipalities voted no to the proposed charges.

The new Swedish government has nevertheless expressed support for maintaining the congestion-
charging scheme in Stockholm, which hosted ICLEI’s 'A Future with Zero CO² Emissions' Conference
from 15-17 May 2006. Legal and technical inquiries will first have to be conducted for
implementation purposes, but it is estimated that the scheme
could be up and running by March 2007.

The Stockholm Trial began on 22 August 2005 with extended
public transport and ended on 31 July 2006. A congestion
charge was levied between 3 January and 31 July 2006.
Evaluations of the trial period showed significant benefits of
reduced traffic and pollution. Car traffic was reduced by 22%
in the inner-city, travel by public transport rose by 6%, and
journey times fell considerably in and around the inner-city.

The reduction in traffic during the Stockholm Trial has led to a
fall in emissions from road traffic by 8% to 14% in the inner-
city, which is expected to have favourable health effects for
citizens. According to these studies, the greenhouse gas carbon
dioxide fell by 40% in the inner-city and by 2-3% in
Stockholm County.

Further information on the Stockholm congestion trials is available in several languages at:
www.stockholmsforsoket.se

Velo-city 2007 - from vision to reality

Velo-city is the international forum that convenes every two years to discuss strategies to promote
bicycle transport. The 2007 conference will take place from 12-15 June 2007 in the city of
München, Germany.

Good practice examples will be presented, and all participants will have the opportunity to
exchange experiences on bicycle mobility and meet new potential partners.

More information on the conference: www.velo-city2007.com
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Energy on the Silk Road
Buried deep in the text of Agenda 21 is a plea to governments to expand educational
opportunities for children and youth including education for environmental and developmental
responsibility (Chapter 25, paragraph 25.14 (d)). This message deserves greater prominence
given that children are particularly exposed to environment-related health risks and will one
day assume responsibility for looking after the Earth. The City of Bonn - an active member of
ICLEI - is engaged in a city-to-city project to promote sustainable urban development in the
heart of Central Asia through youth. Environmental education for youth is an investment that
may only pay a dividend in the long-term and yet the European Commission and the Cities of
Bonn and Bukhara are willing to make this investment through the SPICE project.
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The City of Bonn, with funding from the
European Commission through the TACIS
Institution Building Partnership Programme,
has responded to the call from the
international community to expand
environmental education for youth. Bonn is
engaged in a two-year decentralised co-
operation project with the City of Bukhara,
Uzbekistan – a heritage city on the ancient
Silk Road - to create a Schools Partnership to
Improve the Conservation of Energy (SPICE).

The SPICE project aims to: (i) influence the
attitude of youth to the use of energy; (ii)
create an energy conservation culture among
students, teachers and parents; and (iii) reduce
the per capita use of fossil fuels and the
creation of harmful CO2 emissions.

Project activities revolve around study visits among students and teachers from Emilie-Heyermann
School, Bonn and School #4, Bukhara - the SPICE partners. There will be two study visits from each
school to the other, one in each direction per annum. Teachers from Emilie-Heyermann School - with
extensive experience of energy issues gained over many years - play a leading role in raising
awareness, transferring knowledge, and providing training. Activities include the preparation of a
teaching pack and an energy-information leaflet (to widespread information among staff and parents),
and the establishment of a project website that, when established, will include examples of best
practice.

Thus, a number of students are gaining first-hand experience of local problems and energy
conservation initiatives in the partner-city and an insight into contrasting environments. Youth in Bonn
are being made aware of the ecological price of economic success and the benefits of networking in
tackling global environmental problems. Youth in Bukhara see examples of solar energy infrastructure
that could have an important part to play in a city with an average of more than three hundred days of
sunshine per annum. Encouragement is being given for young people to use their creative talents to
suggest new ideas and ways of tackling problems and presenting solutions.

Networking internationally amongst cities (including decentralised co-operation projects) has an
important part to play in working towards the goal of sustainable development. A recent study of cities
that have successfully integrated the environment into their city development strategy reveals that
involvement in an international network was the driving force for seven of the twelve cities. SPICE
builds on this and complements the political work done by the Lady Mayor of Bonn, Bärbel
Dieckmann –Chair of the World Mayors Council on Climate Change. ICLEI is providing technical
support and advice to the project manager, the City of Bonn.

Contact Dr. Maria Hohn-Berghorn or Stefan Wagner from the City of Bonn’s International Affairs and Protocol
division at: international@bonn.de or visit the website: www.spice.bonn.de This article was contributed by Dr.
David Meyrick – for questions or clarifications, contact: david_meyrick@hotmail.com
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WATER

Learning Alliances for Integrated Water Management
One of the major challenges for the ICLEI member city of Zaragoza, Spain, is the over-
consumption of water. The local authority intends to tackle this problem in various ways - by
monitoring and managing demand for water; introducing improved cost recovery procedures;
and initiating awareness-raising campaigns. The municipality decided to develop and implement
these measures by engaging in an international consortium of researchers and a world-wide
alliance of cities through the SWITCH project (2006 - 2011). ‘SWITCH – Sustainable Water
Management Improves Tomorrow’s Cities Health’, explores and promotes Integrated Urban
Water Management by linking together all components of the urban water cycle.

City coordinators and researchers of the SWITCH project gathered from 4-6 October 2006 for a
meeting in Hamburg, Germany. The main focus was on starting the design of city action plans, with
the first step to establish a so-called ‘Learning Alliance’ in each participating city. A Learning
Alliance is a forum enabling local stakeholders to collaborate with researchers for finding locally
adapted state-of-the-art solutions for jointly shared problems. The Learning Alliances will work for
more integrated approaches to urban water management. The Alliances will also reach out to
stakeholders at national and regional levels to provide wider access to knowledge, know-how and
experiences.

European SWITCH cities are - Birmingham, UK; Hamburg, Germany; and 	ód� , Poland. The other
cities are Accra, Ghana; Alexandria, Egypt; Beijing, China; ICLEI member Belo Horizonte, Brazil;
and Tel Aviv, Israel. The SWITCH consortium of more than 32 partners is led by UNESCO-IHE and
is partly financed by the European Commission, Directorate-General Research. The ICLEI
International Training Centre participates in the consortium with a lead role in the coordination of all
training activities and by contributing to research on local governance.

For further information, please contact Barbara Anton at:: barbara.anton@iclei.org
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Study on local governments and Integrated Water
Resources Management (IWRM) in the Netherlands
The Netherlands are renowned for their water management and engineering ingenuity, having
to contend with multiple water problems - major river floods, drainage of the polders (reclaimed
land), pollution, and even occasional droughts. As a result, the Dutch adopted relatively early
the principles of Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) in national laws and
policies. Municipalities, water boards, citizens, consultants and other sector stakeholders are
now struggling to implement these laws and policies. Focusing on the river basin of the Rhine,
the publication ‘Local governance in water resources management in the Netherlands’ provides
insights into the challenges that Dutch local governments are facing in IWRM.

Evidence shows that authorities still often tend
to put short-term economic interests before long
term water management considerations,
sometimes pressurised by the local private
sector. On the other hand, local stakeholders get
more and more engaged, so that local
governments have to consider an increasingly
broad range of interests in order to maintain
credibility and accountability.

‘Local governance in water resources
management in the Netherlands” is a
publication by IRC International Water and
Sanitation Centre.

The publication is a result of the project ‘LoGo Water - Towards effective involvement of local
government in Integrated Water Resources Management in river basins of the Southern African
Development Community region’.

The LoGo Water project (2005 – 2007) is carried out in a partnership of African and European
organisations, with the ICLEI European Secretariat in the coordinating role. Its ambition is to support
local governments in Southern African countries to take up their role in IWRM in an effective and
efficient way, thus contributing to sustainable development. The project partners study experiences in
Europe for their potential consideration in African countries. Further reports will be published on local
governments and IWRM in Germany, Spain and in some of the countries sharing the Danube basin.

Local governments strive to provide sustainable acc ess to water

A further event within the LoGo Water project was the workshop ‘Local Action for Integrated Water
Resources Management’, held from 26-27 June 2006. The workshop brought together delegates from
local governments, municipal associations, and national ministries in Botswana, Mozambique, South
Africa, and Zimbabwe and was hosted by the Kalahari Conservation Society.

At the heart of the discussions was a debate over the role, responsibilities and challenges faced by
local governments in water provision. Local governments have a major responsibility to serve their
communities with water and sanitation services. However, they are often limited in this due to poor
management of the resource itself, which is the basis for these services. Likewise, sound water
management lies at the heart of other poverty-alleviation and economic-development initiatives such
as farming, tourism, and flood and drought management. Strengthening the capacity of local
governments to adequately manage and develop their water resources is therefore key to sustainable
development. The interests of different user groups – such as government entities, domestic or
agricultural users – must be balanced to ensure that water is distributed more equally and that its
sustainability is safeguarded.

LOGO Water is financed by Directorate-General Research of the European Commission. All reports are
downloadable from: www.iclei-europe.org/logowater For further information, contact: logowater@iclei-europe.org
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SUSTAINABLE PROCUREMENT

Moving from individual action to mainstreaming –
now is the time to act!
360 delegates from 53 countries attending the sixth EcoProcura® conference, held from 20-22
September in Barcelona, Spain, issued a strong Call for Action to all key actors around the
world. It calls on public and private actors to deepen their commitment towards spending public
money on sustainable products and services – to make their words a practical reality.

The Call

The EcoProcura 2006 Call for Action was launched by Imma Mayol, Barcelona’s Deputy Mayor and
member of ICLEI’s Executive Committee. It outlines a number of key actions that need to be taken by
major stakeholders to achieve real broad-scale implementation of sustainable procurement. National,
regional and local governments, the European Commission, the private sector and international
institutions are called on to both provide greater support for implementation and make their own
procurement actions more sustainable. Imma Mayol urged conference delegates to demonstrate their
own commitment by endorsing the Call, disseminating it further and thereby spreading the movement
for sustainable procurement.

The Conference

The conference provided an inspiring setting for lively discussions. There were fruitful exchanges of
information and experiences between policy-makers and purchasers representing different government
levels, international institutions, companies, NGOs, consultancies and researchers. The momentum
gathered during the event served to strengthen co-operation between these actors on a global scale.
The event was used to channel a very clear message: Sustainable procurement works and public
purchasers should be more daring!

Latest support schemes (tools, publications, networks) and
good practice cases were presented in plenaries and
workshops over two and half days to equip participants and
organisations with the necessary strategic and practical
guidance to start or further develop activities in this area.
From the European Commission (EC) DG Environment,
Herbert Aichinger and Jill Michielssen addressed issues such
as how ‘buying local’ should not and need not be traded off
against complying with the EU Procurement Directives. Such
issues can be managed through a comprehensive approach to
making tenders more sustainable, rather than taking an ad
hoc approach and simply adding some green clauses to the
procurement process. Furthermore, the new EUROPA
website - about to be launched - and new training toolkit
from the EC – to be launched in 2007 - will provide further
support to national and local governments in the EU Member
States.

Central governments well-represented

In contrast to previous EcoProcura conferences, interest in
the topic seems to have grown among central governments
and this was reflected in the number of representatives present in Barcelona, for example, from the
UK, Germany, Romania, Spain, Latvia, New Zealand, USA, Japan and China. In total, 80
representatives from central governments attended the conference. Setting up national action plans in
the EU Member States, as well as the work being carried out by the Task Force on Sustainable
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Procurement (as part of the Marrakech Process – see below), are contributing towards success in
making this a key priority area for central governments. Support schemes along with an open dialogue
process with other public bodies, however, are still needed to achieve changes ‘on the ground’.

Greening EcoProcura

In terms of event ‘greening’, the ambitious efforts undertaken primarily by the Spanish hosts were also
very successful in offsetting a large amount of the CO2 emissions generated by the conference. In total
176 tonnes of the total CO2 emissions generated by the conference (27%) were offset through the
greening efforts of the organisers and conference participants. 43% of the conference participants also
offset their CO2 emissions generated by their travel.

To download the EcoProcura 2006 Call for Action or presentations from the conference please visit:
www.iclei.org/itc/ecoprocura2006

A brief summary of the conference outcomes is currently being prepared and will be available online soon. For
further information please contact: amalia.ochoa@iclei-europe.org

Marrakech Task Force on Sustainable Procurement
At the Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002, Heads of State and
Governments recognised in the Summit Declaration that changing consumption and production
patterns is one of the overarching objectives of, and essential requirements for, sustainable
development. The Johannesburg Plan of Implementation calls in Chapter III for the
development of “a 10-year framework of programmes in support of regional and national
initiatives to accelerate the shift towards sustainable consumption and production.”.

This was materialised at the first international expert meeting on the 10-year framework held in
Marrakech, Morocco, 2003, organised by the United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs (UNDESA)  Division for Sustainable Development and the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), with the launching of the "Marrakech Process". Within that
process, several Task Forces have been set up, including one on Sustainable Procurement led by
the Swiss National Government.

The Task Force was created to encourage and support information sharing and dissemination of best
practice on sustainable procurement. One of the initiatives of the Task Force is to develop a
sustainable procurement toolkit for governments in developed and developing countries to implement
sustainable procurement. The first element of this toolkit, on which ICLEI is currently working with
UNEP and the International Labour Organisation (ILO), is an online Status Assessment (SA) tool for
national governments.
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The SA aims to ascertain the
extent to which sustainable
procurement is being considered
and implemented within national
governments. The online SA will
be developed as an entrance point
to the sustainable procurement
toolkit and guide the user towards
tools that can assist them in
progressing with implementing
sustainable procurement. This SA
will help the organisation to
identify priority areas for change
needed to enable procurement to
be carried out in an efficient,
effective and sustainable manner.

Contact Philip Kristensen of the Swiss government: philip.kristensen@bafu.admin.ch for further information, or
Mark Hidson from ICLEI:  mark.hidson@iclei-europe.org
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Biofuel Cities European Partnership
Biofuel Cities is a new European project supported by the European Commission’s Sixth
Framework Programme within the action “Integrating and Strengthening the European
Research Area: Biofuels Cities”. The project aims to develop a European Partnership as a
platform to demonstrate innovation, assist exchange, and inform stakeholders on the broad-
scale use of new biofuel technologies. With a focus on urban transport, it will cover the complete
chain from feedstock to biofuels production, distribution and utilisation in vehicle fleets.

Biofuel Cities will provide both suppliers and institutional users of biofuels with:

·  A framework for  assessing and monitoring pilot projects, and identifying potentials in the field
of biofuels.

·  New resources and existing information (e.g. guidelines, good practice cases, and workshops)
on biofuels innovation available from studies and projects, as well as on policy developments,
including progress on market introduction of biofuels; new developments on biofuel policies in
EU Member States and in biofuel industries; project assessment methods; technical information;
and more.

·  Facilities to find and build new partnerships for projects and actions among biofuel
stakeholders, including policy-makers, procurement and environmental officers, municipal fleet
and works management within local governments; national and supra-national governments;
suppliers; NGOs; standardisation bodies; and media.

·  A platform for networking, exchange and learning.

The project is a co-ordination action which will provide links between the Integrated Projects (IPs)
and Specific Targeted Research Projects (STREPs) funded under the same programme. Biofuel Cities
is brought to you by seven partners who share unique and extensive experience not only on biofuels
and sustainable mobility, but also on local governments, enterprises, assessment and communication:
SenterNovem (project co-ordinator, Netherlands), ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability, EC-
BREC (Poland), INEM (Germany), Exergia (Greece), NEN (Netherlands) and VITO (Belgium).

An online portal will be launched in early 2007.
For more information, or to join the European Partnership, please contact: biofuels@iclei-europe.org

Buy Fair Guide helping fairer trade
The Buy Fair guide on introducing Fair Trade into public purchasing
has now been published. The guide was produced as part of the one-
year Buy Fair project, funded by the Dutch Ministry of Spatial
Planning and the Environment, and gives very simple guidance on
how to include Fair Trade demands in procurement - practically and
legally. The guide also contains a CD-ROM with more detailed
background information and a series of good practice case studies
from around Europe.

A 2.5 hour training session on Fair Trade in public procurement was
held during the EcoProcura 2006 conference and the guide raised a
great deal of interest among participants. ICLEI is currently arranging
for the guide to be published in German, Italian, Catalan and
Slovenian. There are also plans to organise a series of training and/or
awareness-raising seminars on the topic in different European
countries.

ICLEI would welcome cooperation with organisations interested in translating the guide into other languages or
participating in/hosting seminars. The 12-page guide is available for download or as a hard copy. For more
information, please contact: peter.defranceschi@iclei-europe.org or visit the project website: www.iclei-
europe.org/buyfair
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Buying Green! Workshop series kicks off in Portugal
The first in a series of five national workshops on raising the awareness of green public procurement
(GPP) took place on 25 October 2006 in Lisboa, Portugal. The workshop focused on the Portuguese
context for GPP, serving to inform participants of the benefits of GPP and how to implement GPP,
with the aim of increasing action in the public sector. The workshop was organised by the European
Commission, with the support of ICLEI and INETI (Instituto Nacional de Engenharia, Tecnologia e
Inovação), and sessions were held in Portuguese. Seminars in four other countries – Greece, Ireland,
Italy and Spain – will take place over the coming months. All seminars will be hosted in the respective
national language. To motivate participants and organisations further, an award will be given to the
organisation with the best good practice experience in green public procurement. The winner will later
feature on the EUROPA website of the European Commission.

To register please visit: www.iclei-europe.org/gppworkshops or contact Aure Adell at: aure.adell@iclei-europe.org

Green Procurement LEAP GPP Toolkit launched
The EcoProcura conference served as the final event for the Local Authority Environmental
Management and Procurement (LEAP) project. The conference disseminated the results achieved and
saw the launch of the LEAP Green Public Procurement Toolkit, which provides a set of tools aimed at
helping public authorities implement sustainable procurement. The tools are the result of nearly three
years of development work and cover a range of issues, including: developing a green procurement
policy; implementing joint procurement; integrating sustainable procurement into environmental
management systems; identifying and overcoming barriers to implementation; advice on
specifications; incorporating environmental demands into tendering; and working with suppliers.

The tools are available online at: www.leap-gpp-toolkit.org For more information on the project, please contact:
simon.clement@iclei-europe.org or visit the project website: www.iclei-europe.org/leap

Sustainable Procurement in Germany
“Sustainable Procurement in Germany” is an awareness-raising campaign aimed at German procurers.
The campaign is being carried out by ICLEI’s Sustainable Procurement Team together with the
German-based organisation Agenda-Transfer, the German national partner of ICLEI’s Procura+

Campaign, as part of a larger project currently being carried out by Agenda-Transfer. ICLEI’s role in
the project is to assist in the preparation and organisation of a multi-stakeholder roundtable and a
dissemination seminar. The roundtable took place in Hanover on 23 October 2006 and focused on the
main barriers and arguments in support of sustainable procurement. It was linked to topical multi-
stakeholder workshops on green electricity procurement and sustainable construction in public
buildings. The dissemination seminar is likely to take place in early 2007 in Berlin. Results of the
project will be published in the form of a leaflet, to be disseminated across Germany.

For more information, please contact: peter.defranceschi@iclei-europe.org

Sustainable Procurement topic of Frankfurt seminar

The German newspaper Frankfurter Rundschau, together with ICLEI’s Sustainable Procurement
team, hosts a one-day seminar on sustainable procurement in Germany on 7 November 2006 in
Frankfurt am Main. The seminar will focus on how sustainable procurement can be practically
implemented using the Procura+ Sustainable Procurement Campaign approach, corporate social
responsibility and good practice cases from local governments. Workshops will deal with specific
issues, such as implementation procedures, product criteria, and barriers. The seminar is targeted
towards local governments in Germany, particularly those located in the Frankfurt region.

For more information, please contact: peter.defranceschi@iclei-europe.org
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Promoting Sustainable Timber
Timber bought for public purposes makes up 18% of the timber market in Europe. As significant
consumers of forest products, governments and public administrations should take responsibility for
ensuring that they have a neutral if not positive effect on the world's forests. Their responsible
purchasing practices in this field can also act as a multiplier effect on similar private sector decisions.

In co-operation with the Italian Ministry for Agricultural and Forestry Policies and the UK Department
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), ICLEI is currently working to develop guidance and
promote the take-up of sustainable procurement of timber products by government bodies in Italy,
particularly the central government. Primarily, this will be done by focusing on local and regional
government policies and initiatives – to act as a catalyst for implementation at the central level – and
through an awareness-raising workshop which will be held at the end of January 2007 in Padova, Italy.
The workshop will serve to bring together different stakeholder groups from Italy (local, regional and
national governments, NGO’s, labelling bodies, media, etc.) to raise awareness and disseminate the
results of the project.

For further details, please contact: amalia.ochoa@iclei-europe.org

URBAN GOVERNANCE AND LOCAL AGENDA 21

Celebrating the 10 th Environmental Week in Lahti
How can local governments best encourage people to be more responsible towards the
environment in their everyday lives? With the view that people learn best by seeing, hearing and
acting, the Lahti Environmental Week offers a range of participatory awareness-raising
activities.

This year the Environmental Week celebrated its 10th anniversary
under the theme the Common Environmental Responsibility, with
the slogan “Better environment together”. The events took place in
ICLEI member city Lahti and five other municipalities in the Lahti
region, Finland. The week was coordinated and promoted by the
Lahti Environmental Services’ Vanamo project, which is a project
for a Sustainable Development Center for the Lahti region.

The main goal of the Environmental Week is to raise awareness of
environmental issues in people’s everyday life. Therefore, activities
throughout the week were geared toward emphasising what people
can do themselves to improve sustainable development. The
Environmental Week engaged people and organisations and
encouraged them to commit to environmentally friendly actions.

The start of the Environmental Week coincided with the
International Car Free Day on 22 September 2006.
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The Vanamo project organised and coordinated a public outdoor event in Lahti to mark the beginning
of the week. It took place in the centre of the city and included a range of activities with environmental
and car free themes. For example, a bike beauty contest was organised in which people could choose
their favourite bicycle. Among the other things on offer in the week was the possibility for participants
to join several nature walks, volunteer for conservation work parties, and visit numerous exhibitions,
courses or seminars.

The Environmental Week also saw international cooperation flourish in Lahti. There was a training
session on the project Managing Urban Europe – 25, led by ICLEI’s Sustainability Management
Team.



18

Another international seminar presented issues in connection
with Local Agenda 21 and how to improve the environment
through cooperation. Lectures and workshops generated
many interesting debates amongst the close to 150
participants from around Europe.

The hope is that the Environmental Week will continue to
inspire during every week of the year!
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For more information, contact Ulla Kananen, Coordinator of Environmental Activities (+358 3 814 3165) , or Mervi
Virtanen, Coordinator of Sustainable Development (+358 3 814 3226). Alternatively, visit the website:
www.vanamohanke.net/v_english.htm

To read more about Managing Urban Europe – 25, turn to page 19.

New ICLEI Case Study focuses on participatory land-
use planning in Freiburg
The latest ICLEI Case Study evaluates Freiburg’s Land-use Plan 2020, which was developed through
high levels of public participation. In the spring of 2002, the municipal council decided to review the
land-use plan, paying particular attention to the needs and requests of citizens. Ongoing public
participation in the land-use plan was organised into three stages - stage 1 included development of
planning guidelines; stage 2 saw the launch of information events; and stage 3 involved facilitation of
working groups and extended civil participation.

One major outcome of the plan is a significant reduction of land consumption, by focusing on
Freiburg’s internal development while limiting or controlling development outside of the city centre.
By placing the emphasis on public participation in the planning process, Freiburg’s land-use plan has
promoted inclusive decision-making processes, and demonstrated that cooperation between local
authorities and civil society can result in coordinated action for sustainable development. The concept
of public participation, and facilitation in particular, has proved to be successful and Freiburg plans to
apply it in planning processes in the future.

To access the ICLEI Case Study series (free for ICLEI members), visit: www.iclei.org

German capital Berlin approves Agenda 21
Following an intensive consultation process, the Berlin House of Representatives passed the Berlin
Agenda 21 on 8 June 2006. From 2000-2004, society groups and organisations as well as political and
administrative representatives had convened in the Civil Forum for Agenda 21 to prepare a draft
paper. This was taken up by the coalitions in the Berlin House of Representatives and then fed into the
final Agenda 21 document.

The main agenda of the strategy emphasises that: "Political Strategies shall be designed and people's
behaviour changed in a way that future citizens will find good living conditions in the city, not having
to live at the expense of future generations or of poor countries of the South, not now and not in the
future." The Berlin Agenda 21 includes problem descriptions, objectives and targets for seven fields of
action, as well as measures for the Senate to implement in the coming years to 2030.

The Civil Forum for Agenda 21 had proposed 33 lead projects and about 30 additional projects for the
implementation of the Agenda 21 with a focus on better public participation, better integration of
migrants, support of sustainable transport and renewable resources, and new forms of housing. On 30
September 2009, the Senate will make its first report on the progress of implementation, with
successive reports every five years thereafter.

For more information on Local Agenda 21 in ICLEI member city Berlin, visit: www.stadtentwicklung.berlin.de
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SUSTAINABILITY MANAGEMENT

Managing Urban Europe 25 creates Aalborg
Commitment with Partner Cities
Partners in Managing Urban Europe-25 are committing themselves to the objectives and targets
adopted at the European Sustainable Cities & Towns Campaign Conference in Aalborg 2004 –
and more and more are making their commitment official.

With the overall objective to develop a framework model for an Integrated Management System, the
project Managing Urban Europe-25 refers to the Aalborg Commitments as basis for the
implementation of such a Management System – for the steering of sustainable development in the
whole urban area. Thus, pilot cities in MUE-25 have elaborated their Baseline reviews and the
preparation of the Strategic Programme – setting targets and planning for respective actions – closely
along the themes and objectives set out in the Aalborg declaration. More and more of them are making
this commitment official and sign up to the Aalborg Commitments as the guiding principles for the
municipality and community. After the Province of Sienna, Italy, had seen the signing up of 36
municipalities in a common event (see also European Circular #26) the City of Kaunas, Lithuania, was
the next partner in Managing Urban Europe to sign up to the Aalborg Commitments in September
2006.

Remarkable Commitment in Kaunas

The City Council of Kaunas has not only taken the decision to go for an Integrated Management
System, but - along with the Aalborg Commitment signature - has set up the necessary organisational
preconditions for implementation: in June 2006, both a Sustainable Development Co-ordination Board
and an Implementation Team were officially established.

Now eleven representatives of Council Committees,
an Environmental NGO and the Kaunas University,
under the chair of the vice-mayor, coordinate
Kaunas’ efforts towards a more sustainable and
liveable city. 20 members from all divisions in
Kaunas Municipality, chaired by the Director of the
City Development Department, take responsibility
for implementation of the Integrated Management
System. External team meetings, far away from day-
to-day duties, are successfully used to focus work on
the Baseline review, the setting of targets for the
Strategic Programme and further steps in the
management cycle.

Integrated management essential

The organisational set-up of the Integrated
Management System is an issue not only in Kaunas
municipality. All partner cities in Managing Urban
Europe-25 have realised the necessity to provide for
respective coordination and management
preconditions, should the implementation of such a
steering instrument be a successful one.

This is considered also in the City of Neu-Ulm,
Germany, which has set-up the position of a
Coordinator for the Integrated Management System
in Neu-Ulm, assigned to the current local project
coordinator for Managing Urban Europe-25.

44 Aalborg Commitment signatory
cities within MUE-25!

Neu-Ulm and Lewes District recently joined
Managing Urban Europe-25. The number of
signatories from within MUE-25 will thus rise
to 44 and make up more than ten percent of
Aalborg Commitments signatory cities in
Europe. The project thus contributes to the
EU’s Sustainable Development Strategy,
which emphasises the Aalborg Commitments
(see lead article).
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The official signing of the Aalborg
Commitments in Neu-Ulm will take place on 30
October 2006. The event will be combined with
an MUE-25 field visit, through which the city
partners will receive direct support through
their “mentors”.

ICLEI’s Sustainability Management Team - the
coordinators of the German part of the project -
will take part, as will a representative of the
Environmental Ministry of the German Federal
State of Bavaria, who will highlight the
importance of the Aalborg Commitments
signature for the future development of the city.

For further information on sustainable development
processes in Kaunas, contact Ms. Vilija Guzyte by
email at: vilijag@kaunas.sav.lt To learn more about
the introduction of an Integrated Management
System in Neu-Ulm, contact: Günther Baumgärtner
at: g.baumgaertner@stadt.neu-ulm.de

A range of materials on the Aalborg Commitments are available from the Aalborg+10 website:
www.aalborgplus10.dk or the website of the 5th Sustainable Cities & Towns Campaign Conference at
www.seville2007.org For more information on Managing Urban Europe-25, see: www.mue25.net

From Environmental Report to Action Plan
Ancona defines its future vision under ‘The Plan of  Action for Ancona 2012’

ICLEI member municipality of Ancona, Italy, is carrying out innovative sustainability work with the
support of the Managing Urban Europe-25 (MUE-25) project. The new integrated management system
for urban areas attempts to include all sustainability aspects in the framework of the Aalborg
Commitments. Even though the municipality is experienced in environmental reporting and action
plans, the integration of further sustainability dimensions pose a new challenge.

In May 2006, the municipality of Ancona published a Sustainability Report that contained an internal
evaluation of the municipality services and activities, and a Baseline Review according to the Aalborg
Commitments framework. The Baseline Review provides the basic framework for the Integrated
Management System for urban areas for Ancona to be developed within MUE-25.

In addition, the Plan of Action for Ancona 2012 (PoA) was produced by the Local Agenda 21 Forum.
It involves most of the municipalities’ departments. The subsequent creation of an Agency, financially
supported by the municipality and the Italian Ministry of Environment, composed of stakeholder
representatives, is meant to guarantee the continuity of the forum’s activities.

Some actions are already being implemented while others are more innovative and require time. The
integration of these actions with the planning and management procedures of the local governments
will be emphasised in the next “Structure Plan” of the municipality, which serves as a strategic plan
document.

This article is an edited extract from the MUE-25 Newsletter 3/6 2006, available from: www.mue25.net Further
information on the activities of Ancona is available from Piero Remitti of the Environment and EU programmes
department at: piero.remitti@comune.ancona.it

Kaunas’ Strategic Plan and City
Master Plan 2005-2015

Kaunas has set out the following development
priorities in its Strategic Plan: development of
science and knowledge economy; creation of
balanced and dynamic community; development
of the city environment; increase the city’s
attraction; and improvement of the city’s
administration.

Environmental policy in Kaunas

Priorities of Kaunas’ Environmental policy are
the application of sustainability criterions in city
management and planning; the protection and
improvement of environmental quality; human
health protection and improvement; natural
diversity protection; rational use of natural
resources; waste management; and public
awareness-raising in the field of responsibility
for environmental protection.
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ecoBUDGET side event at 3rd General Assembly of
UN’s Global Environmental Facility
ICLEI was invited to organise a side event on the ecoBUDGET’s contribution to implement the
UN Millennium Development Goals at the 3rd General Assembly of the UN Global
Environmental Facility (GEF) from 28 – 30 August 2006 in Cape Town, South Africa. The
Assembly is the governing body of the GEF. Representatives of all 176 member countries meet
every three to four years to review and evaluate the GEF's general policies, the operation of the
GEF, and its membership.

Ministers and high-level government delegations of all GEF member countries as well as prominent
environmentalists, parliamentarians, business leaders, scientists, and NGO leaders take part to discuss
global environmental challenges within the context of sustainable development and the UN
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

Developed by ICLEI together with a number of local authorities, ecoBUDGET is an innovative
management system for environmental resources, which includes planning, accounting, managing and
reporting activities across all natural resources. Excellently facilitated by Prof. Johan Nel, Executive
Manager of the Centre for Environmental Management (CEM), North-West University Potchefstroom,
South Africa, the GEF side event aimed to present the results of 15 ecoBUDGET pilot applications by
local authorities in Europe and Asia and its wide applicability by local authorities in different natural,
cultural and socio-political settings.

The presentation of the City of Bologna’s experiences, delivered by Engineer Paolo Natali, President
of the City Council Committee ‘Territory and Environment’, demonstrated that local authorities have
used this comprehensive system to improve both local and global environmental conditions. Mr.
Natali elaborated on the process of implementing an ecoBUDGET and informed that the City of
Bologna is already in the process of their second cycle.

Ms. Joy Bailey, ecoBUDGET Advisor to the Philippine City of Tubigon, and Mr. Anourag Mishra,
ecoBUDGET Advisor to the Indian Guntur Municipal Corporation, focused on the contribution
ecoBUDGET can make to localising the implementation of Multilateral Environmental Agreements and
MDGs in particular in
developing countries. Ms.
Bailey explained the
importance of ecoBUDGET in
addressing the issue of
poverty alleviation at the
Municipality of Tubigon. Mr.
Mishra presented ecoBudget’s
adaptability within Indian
local conditions.

The side event underlined the
relevance of the ecoBudget to
GEF and the implementation
of the Millenium
Development Goals. ICLEI
welcomed the opportunity to
further the internationalisation
of the approach.

Further information is available
at: www.ecobudget.com
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Växjö to host international sustainability conferen ce
ICLEI member city Växjö, Sweden, will host the ‘Sustainable Regions and Municipalities 2007’
conference from 8-10 May 2007. The purpose of this conference is to give local and regional
representatives an opportunity to discuss practical work with other European regions and cities to
obtain new ideas and inspiration on how to work towards sustainable regions and municipalities.
Several EU projects financed under the IEE and INTERREG III B and C programmes will feature in
the discussions and share their experience and knowledge. Training for energy agencies and local and
regional representatives is also included in the programme. For more information, please visit:
www.energikontor-so.com

9 October 2006 was Overshoot Day
As of October 9, 2006, the world has already consumed the total amount of new resources that nature
will produce this year. Rising consumption of ecological resources is pushing the world into ever-
earlier ecological deficit or 'Overshoot'.

Overshoot refers to the situation when human demand exceeds
nature’s supply at the local, national, or global scale. Ecological
Footprint accounting shows that humanity’s use of nature’s
resources is today 23% larger than what the planet can
regenerate. This means that it now takes more than one year and
two months for the Earth to regenerate what we use in a single
year.

In the words of Dr. Mathis Wackernagel, Executive Director of Global Footprint Network: “Humanity
is living off its ecological credit card and can only do this by liquidating the planet's ecological assets.
While this can be done for a short while, overshoot ultimately leads to the depletion of resources, such
as the forests, oceans and agricultural land upon which our economy depends.”

To find out more about the Ecological Footprint, visit: www.footprintnetwork.org

Embracing the environment in the Asian century
Historians and economists agree that, just as the 19th Century was the European Century and
the 20th Century was the American Century, this century will be characterised by Asia. More
than half of the world’s population lives in Asia. As well, 70% of the world’s biodiversity
appears in its territory, meaning an immense part of the world’s natural resources are
concentrated there and need to be protected.

Many Asian countries are experiencing rapid economic growth, causing incalculable impacts on the
world’s resources. For example, just five years ago the average Indian consumed 0.8 hectares for
his/her ecological footprint - now this surface has increased to around 0.9 hectares. The same pattern
occurs in China. This would be irrelevant if China and India were small countries – but China and
India represent two-fifths of the world’s population. Now, just multiply these hectares by 2,5 billion
people.

In short, Asia faces huge challenges, including sudden pressures on environmental resources, urgent
need for poverty alleviation, issues related to democracy and participation, and intercultural conflicts.
All of these challenges are immense in scale. The challenges of sustainability have to be tackled in
Asian countries with promptness and efficiency, respecting at the same time the particular cultural
characteristics of the region.

The Sustainability Management Team at the ICLEI European Secretariat is currently engaged in two
projects that aim to address some of these challenges in two cities: Hyderabad and Guntur, both in
Andhra Pradesh, a state in the South of India.
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SHAKTI – adopting the neighbourhood approach

From 9-13 October 2006, Indian and German partners of the Sustainable Holistic Approach & Know-
how Tailored to India (SHAKTI) project met in the German ICLEI member cities of Karlsruhe and
Freiburg for a project workshop, held under the facilitation of ICLEI’s Sustainability Management
Team. Decisions regarding the project’s “neighbourhood approach” were finalised and the focus was
on case cities such as Hyderabad, where representative neighbourhoods have been identified and
innovative solutions will be piloted.

The piloting will apply to the water sector, where a thorough analysis of the Hyderabad integrated
urban wastewater system has commenced. The approach includes assessing the in- and out-coming
water streams and loads (households, industries and stormwater and even urban agriculture), as well as
the sewer system and the River Musi as the receiving water body. Based on these results, a projection
for the city will be prepared, identifying uncertainties and downstream impacts of urban pollution.

The same “neighbourhood approach” also applies to participation and people response. Analysis of
resource consumption in different neighbourhoods facilitates understanding of the urban metabolism.
Together with the Indian partners, a questionnaire is developed for a survey of the population in
selected neighbourhoods. The information will be assembled in a database with geo-informational
references (GIS). This will be the backbone for subsequent assessments of spatial structures in city
planning.

ecoBUDGET – ASIA: setting targets for a
green future

Within the project ecoBUDGET – ASIA, the third
project workshop took place in Guntur, India, from
26-30 September 2006. In addition, the
stakeholders’ committee to monitor ecoBUDGET
results was appointed.

The workshop, facilitated by ICLEI staff,
examined the steps of the Asian project cities
(Guntur and Tubigon) towards the ratification of
the Master Budget 2007 and the Budget Balance
2006. It was very interesting to see how in Guntur,
despite the absence of sophisticated technology,
local decision-makers and managers are
implementing measures to meet the ecoBUDGET
targets for the year 2006. One highlight for the
delegations - whom had visited Guntur in July
2005 – was to see how an illegal landfill in the
north of the town has been completely disbanded,
and that the first works for its transformation into a
park have begun!

Further information is available from the project
websites. For SHAKTI: www.shakti.uni-karlsruhe.de and
ecoBUDGET Asia: www.ecobudget-asia.net
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Commission adopts Soil Protection Strategy
Soil degradation is accelerating across the European Union, negatively affecting human health,
ecosystems and climate change. As soil performs many vital functions – such as food and other
biomass production, storage, and filtration – it has important implications for economic prosperity and
quality of life. To encourage the sustainable use of soil across the EU, the European Commission has
adopted a comprehensive EU strategy specifically dedicated to soil protection.

The Commission’s strategy sets a common EU framework for action to preserve, protect and restore
soil, but leaves Member States flexibility to implement it in a way which fits local situations best.
Member States must take action to tackle threats such as landslides, contamination, soil erosion, the
loss of soil organic matter, compaction, salinisation and sealing wherever they occur, or threaten to
occur, on their national territories.

Full details of the Strategy are available at: ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/index.htm

New publication guides fight against Urban Sprawl
“The population in Europe is almost steady. Nevertheless European Cities are experiencing
continuous growth. The phenomenon of sprawl is common to cities independently of their
geographical, economic or administrative characteristics.”

The Problem

Already in 2002, the European Environment Agency mapped Urban Sprawl in Europe in their
publication ‘Towards an Urban Atlas’. This growth of cities & towns is called Urban Sprawl. Urban
Sprawl is a process of modifying urban areas and their hinterlands - it often goes with a decrease of
population density together with significant growth of used land beyond the original territorial
boundaries. It causes an increase of distances between different urban functions and it thereby gives
rise to problems.

Sprawl is considered a huge challenge to local sustainable development. Consequences of sprawl are
massive increases of traffic and congestion, loss of natural habitats, climate change and air pollution,
and also an increase in the risk of flooding. However, its consequences are not limited to
environmental issues. In fact, sprawl leads to immense impacts on local economies, social segregation,
and huge costs for construction and maintenance of social and technical infrastructure.

In Germany, the average increase of land-use per day
steadily rose to as much as 129 ha in the year 2000 –
comparable to 129 football pitches. This figure motivated
the German Sustainable Development Strategy’s target of
limiting new land-use to max. 30 ha by the year 2020.

Solutions

A new ICLEI publication, funded by the German Federal
Environment Ministry, tracks patterns of urban sprawl in
Europe. It builds on the European project ‘URBS
PANDENS-Urban Sprawl: European Patterns,
Environmental Degradation and Sustainable Development’.

The guide explains the phenomenon as a special feature of
urban land-use and identifies the reasons for - and the
environmental, economic and social consequences of -
sprawl. The focus, however, is on how to fight uncontrolled
urban sprawl.

Main actors and their roles are identified using a special
modelling approach. A step-by-step approach to integrated
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local land-use management is presented with the ultimate aim being to put limits to urban sprawl and
reduce newly used land.

The approach starts with identifying the nucleus of sprawl in the respective area and a decision
regarding the character of response. It follows the phases of a quality management cycle as implanting
the elements of regular and periodic monitoring and evaluation to planning instruments. As with all
management approaches, land-use management in its core is an effort of enhanced communication
with relevant stakeholders and capacity building. To this end, the guide presents practical experiences
with urban sprawl training for local planners and decision-makers.

The guide is currently available in German (an English translation is intended). The brochure can be ordered
from: iclei-europe@iclei-europe.org or downloaded as pdf at: www.iclei-europe.org

NEW BOOKS & DVDS

In English
The HEAT is on – a manifesto to prevent climate cha nge

“HEAT” is the latest book from the British environmentalist and United Nations Global 500 recipient
George Monbiot. The book is a concise and incisive contribution to the debate regarding climate
change mitigation and to sustainable development policy-making. The book is passionate, well-
informed and provocatively effective. Not only does Monbiot advocate a 90% reduction of carbon
emissions by 2030, he devises a strategy for implementing such reductions across a range of areas
(e.g. housing, industry, transport), many of which are closely linked to the local government agenda.

HEAT is a manifesto for drastic action to protect the climate that also aims to protect the economy.
Monbiot’s thesis suggests acting now to counter climate change will safeguard the economic growth
of the future. This view is supported by many research institutions, yet as a seasoned campaigner and
journalist, Monbiot succeeds in translating the jargon and statistics of reports into comprehensible
summaries and steps for action.

Monbiot dissects sectors and industries in an attempt to identify the best solutions for the UK’s
emissions problem. However, whilst the book is primarily relevant to UK readers and policy-makers,
it also has value to a wider audience. In researching, Monbiot discovers and learns, often finding that
what he expects to be the sustainable outcome is far from being either practical, viable or – in some
cases – ecologically sound.

Challenging his own foundational beliefs and re-shaping his logic, Monbiot writes frankly and with
self-deprecating humour, inspiring the reader to believe that it is not too late, that emissions can be cut,
that climate change can be stopped in its tracks. He demolishes the lobby behind ‘bad science’ but is
not afraid to criticise totems of the sustainability world, such as energy efficiency or carbon off-
setting, where these conflict with his 90% reduction goal. Novel ideas, such as personal carbon
rations, are shown to be not only idealistically inspiring, but also practical and worthy of
implementation.

HEAT is designed to inform and energise. The book is written by a provocative and passionate soul
and handles scientific complexity deftly and with good humour. This more than makes up for
Monbiot’s own omissions – one being the question of how to transfer the fine words of policy papers
into action. Yet, as Monbiot himself concedes, this book cannot implement change – only citizens can.
Only citizens have the power to change their own behaviour – and to demand that politicians act now
to prevent climate change. HEAT informs and will wake people up; the book will empower more
people to act – it is essential reading!

George Monbiot, HEAT: how to stop the planet burning, Allen Lane, London, 2006.
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Public Private Partnerships – The Worldwide Revolut ion in Infrastructure
Provision and Project Finance

The link-up between the public and private sectors is one of the most important political issues of our
time. This is particularly true if considering the financial problems many municipalities face, which
often leads to a lack of investment in public infrastructure. Consequently, there is a growing trend for
governments to look to private sector finance. Private enterprises increasingly construct and manage
public infrastructure facilities in partnership with government bodies.

The book “Public Private Partnerships” brings together an academic assessment of the phenomenon,
with practitioner-based experience of organising partnerships and advising government bodies in
Australia, Canada, Continental Europe, Hong Kong and the UK. While the volume as a whole draws
on this broad experience of the market, it also includes a number of specific case studies. The book not
only covers developments in the major advanced countries, but it also deals with the potential for
public private partnerships in developing countries and transition economies.

Combining the knowledge of practitioners and the perspective of academics, as well as integrating
engineering, economics and finance literature, the book provides a good introduction into the complex
field of public private partnerships. This publication will therefore be of great value to government
bodies.

Darrin Grimsey & Mervyn K. Lewis, Public Private Partnerships: the Worldwide Revolution in Infrastructure
Provision and Project Finance, Edward Elgar, London, 2004.

Easy Sustainability …

“The Ecological Footprint is one of the most important environmental concepts in currency today,
with virtually unlimited educational and practical implications” – states E.O. Wilson, Professor
Emeritus of Harvard University on the cover of this DVD.

The film is a 30-minute easy-to-follow introduction to the Ecological Footprint concept. It provides
examples of how governments, communities and businesses are using the Footprint to help improve
their ecological performance. However, it leaves the complex calculation behind the footprint aside -
this short-cut is of value to the viewers’ understanding.

Mathis Wackernagel of the Global Footprint Network explains that each individual world-wide can
consume resources of the equivalent of about one football-pitch - this space can be considered as our
annual budget. This space has to cover all material that is taken out of the environment in order to
individually feed us, give shelter, give heat and light, make us move - to provide for our quality of life.
However, on average we currently spend 20 % beyond this annual budget. This means that we run into
debts and live on reserves, borrowing natural capital.

To this end, the film paints a picture of our current global situation: humanity is ever earlier in
‘ecological overshoot’ with annual demand on resources exceeding what our planet can regenerate
each year. Most countries are running ecological deficits, with Footprints larger than their own
biological capacity.

Mathis Wackernagel concludes that we still have some time to choose how to live: “Sustainability
boils down to how we can all live well, how we can all have great lives, within the means of one small
planet. We can choose to live on a depleted planet or we can choose to live on a rich, biologically
diverse, more stable planet.” The film contributes to easily conceptualise sustainable development and
provides inspiration to move forward with the hard daily work to get there.

The Ecological Footprint – Accounting for a Small Planet, Bullfrog films, 2004, Global Footprint Network, DVD, 30
Minutes.
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In German
Lernen in Städtenetzwerken: Kooperationen- Konflikt e- Kompetenzentwicklung

Städtenetzwerke haben seit einigen Jahren Konjunktur. „Gut vernetzt“ zu sein gilt als Ausweis für
Professionalität und Innovationsfähigkeit. Inzwischen deutet sich jedoch eine Abkühlung der
„Netzwerkeuphorie“ an. Überhöhten Erwartungen stehen vielfältige Beobachtungen von
Netzwerkversagen gegenüber. Dementsprechend virulent ist die Frage nach dem Nutzen und den
Grenzen der Netzwerkarbeit: In welchem Zusammenhang stehen Gestalt und Dynamik von
Netzwerken zu erwünschten und unerwünschten Effekten?

Ziel dieses Bandes ist es, Lern- und Kompetenzentwicklungseffekte, aber auch Probleme der
Zusammenarbeit und des Wissensaustauschs in Städtenetzwerken zu identifizieren. Mit Hilfe einer
vergleichenden Mehrebenenanalyse dreier unterschiedlich ausgerichteter Netzwerke sowie dreier
Teilnehmer-Städte (unter anderem das ICLEI-Mitglied Stadt Saarbrücken) wird gezeigt, dass sich der
Erfolg aus dem gelungenen Zusammenspiel von Netzwerkdynamiken und lokaler Governance speist.
Insbesondere durch ein prozesssensibles Netzwerkmanagement und eine zielgerichtete Einbeziehung
relevanter kommunaler Akteure kann es gelingen, unvermeidliche Netzwerkkrisen in Kreativität
umzuwandeln und zugleich die lokale Problemlösungskompetenz zu steigern.

Der Band bietet einen sehr detailreichen und übersichtlichen strukturierten Einblick in
Städtenetzwerke, der als Orientierungshilfe für Mitarbeiter öffentlicher Verwaltungen dienen kann, die
im Bereich interkommunaler Zusammenarbeit tätig sind.

H. Straßheim/ M. Oppen: Lernen in Städtenetzwerken. Kooperationen – Konflikte – Kompetenzentwicklung.
edition sigma, Berlin 2006.

Ins Herz der Zukunft

Das hat Bene Schneider gerade noch gefehlt … . So wird die Story des Films eingeleitet. Und die ist
schnell erzählt: Ein überarbeiteter und leidlich entnervter Journalist mittleren Alters, Lebemann,
Kaffeetrinker, Cadillac-Fahrer, wird auf dem Weg in den Urlaub von seinem Chef übers Handy von
der Fähre nach Sardinien zurückgerufen. Der Grund der Eile: Er soll eine Titelstory zur Nachhaltigen
Entwicklung für die nächste Ausgabe des Magazins vorbereiten, für das er arbeitet. Anfangs sperrig
gegen das langweilige Thema, führen ihn sein Recherchen schnell zu Projekten, die nach und nach
sein Interesse wecken. Die Einblicke in Themen wie Energie, Ernährung, Mobilität und Bildung
führen nicht nur zur sensationellen Titelstory, sondern machen Saulus zu Paulus: Aus dem
Kaffeetrinker wird ein Karottenesser, der Cadillac wird per Autoreisezug in den Urlaub bewegt.

Der Film erweist sich entgegen der Ankündigung als ‚kunstvoll verwobenes und stellenweise
urkomisches Gesamtkunstwerk‘ zum Thema Nachhaltigkeit als eher bemüht-plakative Komödie
zwischen durchaus interessanten Projekten in Betrieben und Schulen. Denen aber wird durch die
manchmal störende spielfilmhafte Verknüpfung Aufmerksamkeit entzogen. Die Werbung, dass sich
‚eingebunden in eine semifiktionale Rahmenhandlung die reale Geschichte eines
Kommunikationsprojektes des Rates für Nachhaltige Entwicklung entfaltet‘, ist da schon weitaus
ehrlicher: Wir haben es hier mit einem Film zum Zweck von Bildung und Erziehung zu tun, der von
der Bundeszentralle für politische Bildung oder der Leihstelle für wissenschaftliche Medien hätte zur
Verfügung gestellt werden können. Vielleicht wäre eine Dokumentation zuträglicher gewesen. In
jedem Falle lohnt es, die 5 Kurzfilme anzuschauen, die aus den Projekten selbst entwickelt wurden.

Ins Herz der Zukunft. Unterwegs zur Nachhaltigkeit, Ein Film von Carl-A. Fechner und Andreas P. Bechtholt,
fechner Media, 2004, Im Auftrag des Rates für Nachhaltige Entwicklung, DVD 52 min.
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New resources from ICLEI

Online resources

With the click of a mouse, you can now access a range of important reports, publications and tools at
www.iclei-europe.org through the new Products section. The section includes information and
downloads, including conference reports and websites, project publications and websites, online tools,
regular publications, campaigns and training. The Products section is a great place to quickly access
and discover ICLEI’s work!

Visit the Products pages at: www.iclei-europe.org/index.php?id=3196

The Policy & Advocacy section at www.iclei-europe.org has been revised and now includes
downloads of important documents relating to ICLEI’s work, strategy and mission. The pages aim to
inform you about ICLEI’s role in shaping worldwide sustainable development policy and include
helpful pages on the Aalborg Process, Local Action 21 and a range of ICLEI conference outcomes,
policy reports and the ICLEI Strategic Plan.

For information on policy & advocacy activities and how to work with us, contact Gino Van Begin, Regional
Director for Europe: gino.van.begin@iclei-europe.org Access the policy & advocacy pages online at: www.iclei-
europe.org/advocacy

Another online resource is the newly-launched LEAP Toolkit on Green Public Procurement. For
more information, see page 16 of this Circular, or access the toolkit at: www.leap-gpp-toolkit.org

The newly-launched PPP for Sustainability website www.pppforsustainability.org offers a range of
high-quality links on Public-Private Partnerships, with a focus on the building sector in Germany.

Publications

Several new publications have been published – for more information, read the articles in this Circular
on the Urban Sprawl Guide (page 24), Buy Fair! Guide (page 15) and Freiburg Case Study (page
18).

The ICLEI European Circular is produced by the European Secretariat of ICLEI – Local Governments for
Sustainability. Copies are available on request. Editors: Stefanie Lay (responsible), Paul Fenton, Naghmeh
Nasiritousi.

Comments and questions are welcome – please write to Paul Fenton at: information.services@iclei-europe.org,
Leopoldring 3, 79098 Freiburg, Germany, Tel: +49-761/36 89 2-0, www.iclei-europe.org

© 2006 ICLEI European Secretariat GmbH, Freiburg, Germany. All rights reserved.

The ICLEI mission

ICLEI's mission is to build and serve a worldwide movement of local governments to achieve tangible
improvements in global sustainability with special focus on environmental conditions through
cumulative local actions. ICLEI's general mandate is to build an active and committed municipal
membership of local spheres of government (local and regional governments and authorities) as well
as international, regional, national and sub-national local government associations.

Members - send us your news!
If you want to profile your community’s work for local sustainability by contributing an article to
the European Circular or to the www.iclei.org and www.iclei-europe.org websites, feel free to
contact the Information Services Team at the ICLEI European Secretariat. The Team will help
you with presenting your work and edit your articles – contact them today at:
information.services@iclei-europe.org


