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ICLEI World Congress: an outlook for 2007-2012
By Gino Van Begin, Regional Director for Europe

From 27 February - 3 March 2006, we had the
pleasure of gathering with over 700 delegates –
including 175 from Europe - in ICLEI member city
Cape Town, South Africa, for the 2006 ICLEI World
Congress. With representatives from around 70
countries in all continents taking part, our first
Southern Hemispheric World Congress was a truly
global celebration of local action for sustainable
development!

Cape Town was an energtic and vibrant setting for the
Congress, with inspiring urban and natural environments
and fabulous organisation contributing to an event that
was both hugely productive and personally very
enjoyable. The city, with its commitment to both human
and environmental values, demonstrated how sustainable
and inclusive planning can help even the most divided of
societies to move forward. Cape Town, an urban centre
set within and surrounded by some of the world’s most
precious sites of biodiversity, offered delegates a
microcosm of the challenges and opportunities faced by
local governments in our increasingly urban world.

In this context, ICLEI’s work was brought into sharp focus. Representing over 300 million citizens
through our 490 members, we have demonstrated over the past fifteen years that local action moves
the world. Our new President – Councillor David Cadman from Vancouver, Canada - called for
members, partners and staff to maintain, develop and expand their work, to ensure that more citizens
and more communities are actively working for
sustainable and shared solutions in this era of
rapid urbanisation and climate change.

In Cape Town, members approved our Strategic
Plan for the 2007-2012 period. Over the next six
years, we will continue to work on the three
strategic streams of Local Action 21 – Building
Sustainable Communities and Cities; Protecting
our Global Common Goods; and, Participatory
Governance and Sustainable Management of
Environmental Resources. These strategic
streams provide the frame in which our thematic
priorities take shape.
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Building Sustainable Communities and Cities – using our expertise in Local Agenda 21 (LA21)
planning, we will help members tackle barriers that inhibit the building of sustainable communities.
The Resilient Communities & Cities Initiative will be developed and linked to poverty reduction -
this Initiative will help members in Africa, Asia and Latin America to prevent and respond to natural
or man-made disasters or emergencies. The Just, Peaceful and Secure Communities & Cities
Programme will develop existing attempts to utilise LA21 methodology and help communities
become more secure, especially in Latin America. Furthermore, we will address Eco-efficiency
through a partnership with the Global Footprint Network – new President David Cadman has called
for members to calculate and monitor their Ecological Footprints, so that, together, we can collectively
assess our work for eco-efficiency!

Protecting our Global Common Goods – we will continue to consolidate the Cities for Climate
Protection Campaign (CCP) as part of our global effort to decrease emissions and combat climate
change. With over 725 participants, the CCP is the largest and most effective movement of local

governments in the fight against climate
change. Moreover, we will strengthen the
local voice at the international level, through
the World Mayors Council on Climate
Change and facilitation of municipal
participation in the global carbon trading
market. We will advocate multilateral
solutions on Water and strengthen our
Water Campaign, which emphasises the
need for good water governance and
integrated resource management, in Africa
and Australia. Our new Local Action for
Biodiversity Initiative – led by Cape Town -
will increase the quality of cities as social
spaces and pave the way for an inter-
regional local government network for
Biodiversity.

      Participatory Governance and
Sustainable Management of Environmental Resources – ICLEI will maintain its lead role in the
promotion of LA21, the most effective participatory planning process for local action. More tools and
enhanced sustainable cities campaigns will add value to our exisiting efforts. In Europe, ICLEI will
help its member city Seville, Spain, to organise and host the Fifth European Sustainable Cities and
Towns Conference, scheduled for March 2007. By using integrated Sustainability Management,
sustainability will be mainstreamed across municipal administrations. ecoBudget will be extended in
Europe and into Asia through further piloting. Furthermore, our Sustainable Procurement campaign
will be promoted in other regions through expanded membership and twinning facilitation.

On behalf of the staff of the ICLEI European Secretariat and International Training Centre, I would
like to thank all the members and delegates who contributed to this fantastic event. Around 175
European participants made valuable contributions to the Congress and we look forward to working
with you over the coming years to implement the Strategic Plan. In addition, we wish to pay special
tribute to the City of Cape Town, who were magnificent, generous and charming hosts and ensured
that each and every delegate enjoyed a wonderful stay. By hosting this Congress, the biggest and
brightest ICLEI event to date, Cape Town showed that local action moves the world!
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New ICLEI Executive Committee begins term
The ICLEI Executive Committee for the 2006-2009 period held its constituting meeting on 26
February 2006, prior to the ICLEI World Congress in Cape Town, South Africa, and took full control
of business on the conclusion of the Congress on 3 March 2006. David Cadman, the Deputy Mayor of
the City of Vancouver, Canada, was elected ICLEI President for this period.

The elected Executive Committee members for Europe are: Emilio D’Alessio, Deputy Mayor of the
City of Ancona, Italy; Imma Mayol, Deputy Mayor of the City of Barcelona, Spain; Dieter Salomon,
Lord Mayor, City of Freiburg, Germany; Venelin Donchev Todorov, Deputy Mayor, Municipality of
Bourgas, Bulgaria; and Margit Vestbjerg, Environment Commission, City of Kolding, Denmark.

For more information about the Executive Committee members, see: www.iclei.org

World Congress greening activities help Kuyasa
housing project
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The 2006 ICLEI World Congress was a 'green event' – this means that ICLEI, the  City of Cape Town
and its suppliers, as well as the conference delegates, aimed to  integrate environmental considerations
into all aspects of the Congress, with the  intention of honouring the commitment made by ICLEI
members in the 2003 "Athens Call for Greening  Events – Sustainability principles for local hosts
organising international events"  and ICLEI’s "Greening Events Initiative" launched in Barcelona,
Spain.

For example, the registration fee included a 400 Rand (€50) carbon credit levy –money going directly
to support the internationally-acclaimed  Kuyasa housing project in the township of Khayelitsha, the
first energy-saving project in Africa to  be registered as a Clean Development Mechanism (CDM)
project for carbon  trading. Other innovations included sponsorship of renewable energy by BP
Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd for the event’s five days; use of a conference venue with  its own greening
policy promoting energy-efficiency and recycling; ‘greening  audits’ of the delegate hotels; and a Fair
Trade Craft Fair. Several major world events have ‘greened’ their activities using energy-efficiency
measures or recycling techniques, such as the 2006 Winter Olympics, which took  place in ICLEI
member city Torino, Italy, during February.

Information on ICLEI's  Greening Activities is available from: www.iclei.org/itc/greening-events



Geneva wins Cities Enjoy Bicycles Award
The Swiss city of Geneva and Cape Town were the recipients of the Cities Enjoy Bicycles Awards of
Excellence. The Awards were made at the 2006 ICLEI World Congress – held in Cape Town – and the
winning cities will have their work written up as ICLEI Case Studies in the coming months. Geneva
was commended for its Transportation Package and Promotion of Mobility Plans for Business, with
Cape Town receiving its Award for the Bicycles Recycles Project.

In addition, five other European
cities were presented Certificates
of Honour for their work with
bicycles - Copenhagen, Denmark,
was praised for its Cycling Policy
and Bicycle Account; the ICLEI
European Secretariat host city of
Freiburg, Germany, for its
Integrated Cycling Policies;
Koprivnica,  Croatia, for its project
Town on the Move;  Lund,
Sweden, for its program The
Bicycles Friendly Municipality;
and Tilburg, the Netherlands, for
its Tilburg Feits and Cycling Plan
Tilburg. The city of Tilburg also
generously donated two bicycles to
a local school in Cape Town!

Charles Sturt receives Judy
Walker Memorial Prize

Charles Sturt from Australia was recently awarded the
recipient of the 2006 Judy Walker Memorial Prize for
expanding the successful Cities for Climate Protection
Business Energy Partnership to fellow Australian ICLEI
Members Frankston and Gosford, and Australian CCP
Campaign participant Tea Tree Gully.

The Partnership engages the business sector in a City’s
greenhouse gas (ghg) reduction strategy through a
partnership with large private sector companies to help
small and medium enterprises reduce ghg emissions
through energy efficiency.

The Judy Walker Memorial Prize recognises ICLEI
Members that have undertaken or are currently undertaking
a project or program focusing on Member to Member
solidarity, cooperation, and exchange.

As his prize, Mr Sturt received an expenses-paid trip to the
2006 ICLEI World Congress. The Cities for Climate
Protection Business Energy Partnership will be the subject
of a forthcoming ICLEI Case Study.
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ICLEI INTERNAL

ICLEI welcomes new members!
We are happy to welcome various new members to ICLEI, including the Italian community of
Rosignano Marittimo!

In the Asia-Pacific region, new members include Greater Bendigo, Australia; Gwalior, India; Jabalpur,
India; Jeongseon, Republic of Korea; Nagpur, India; Shimla, India; as well as individual members
from Australia and the Philippines. In North America, the Canadian town of Delta, together with the
cities of Boston, Carbondale, Carol Stream, Denton, Fort Wayne and Medford (all USA), joined
ICLEI, as did Global Community Initiatives (USA) and Infrastructure Canada. Other new members
were Nelson Mandela Bay in South Africa, and Shoham, Israel. Welcome to ICLEI!

ICLEI European Secretariat staff news
Áurea Adell joined ICLEI’s Sustainable Procurement team as a Project Officer in January 2006, with
special responsibility for the organisation of workshops on Green Public Procurement (GPP). Aure
studied Environmental Science in Barcelona, Spain, and prior to joining ICLEI worked on GPP for the
Ecoinstitut Barcelona. Aure can be contacted at: aure.adell@iclei-europe.org

Cristina Garzillo has joined the Sustainability Management and Urban Governance Team as a Project
Officer, with special responsibility for the project Managing Urban Europe 25. Cristina was previously
Coordinator for ecoBudget in the City of Bologna, Italy, and becomes the first staff member of ICLEI
to bring expertise and experience directly from a member city to ICLEI! You can contact Cristina at:
cristina.garzillo@iclei-europe.org

Maryke van Staden has joined the Climate & Air Team as a Project Officer, working on the Cities for
Climate Protection (CCP) Campaign and diverse projects. Maryke was previously Senior Scientific
Projects Officer at the International Solar Energy Society (ISES), which, like the ICLEI European
Secretariat, is also based in Freiburg, Germany. She brings expertise and experience from the field of
renewable energy and has many contacts in the scientific community involved in R&D, projects and
consultation for cities. You can contact Maryke at: maryke.van.staden@iclei-europe.org

Jean-Olivier Dalphond joined ICLEI in January 2006 as a Conference Assistant with the ITC. Prior to
joining ICLEI, Jean-Olivier worked for Environment Canada as an Environmental Educator and then
as a Project Officer for the COP11 International Youth Summit on Climate Change. Contact him at:
jean-olivier.dalphond@iclei.org
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Do you want to find out more about ICLEI’s
work in Europe? Read our news or become

a member?

Visit our website: www.iclei-europe.org
today!

You’ll find news and information on all our
themes and activities, as well as tools and

services.

Subscribe to our monthly e-newsletter to
receive regular updates from ICLEI

Information Services!
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HIGHLIGHT ON CLIMATE & A IR

A Future with Zero Emissions?
Reinforced Cities for Climate Protection Campaign t o be discussed in Stockholm
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Around the world, cities and communities are facing enormous challenges, such as securing clean
and reliable energy supplies; addressing their urban mobility problems; responding to extreme
weather phenomena; and, common to all these, developing solutions and mechanisms to prevent
and alleviate the impacts of climate change.  Recently, a series of major international events have
taken place addressing climate change – and from 15-17 May 2006, ICLEI member city Stockholm
will advance the debate by pushing for a Future with Zero Emissions!

Kyoto to Montréal: the UN process and local governm ent action

In February 2005, the Kyoto Protocol entered into force,
launching the first international regulatory effort to combat rising
e CO2 emissions. Ten months later, more than 10,000 participants
from the 189 Parties of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) met in the ICLEI
member city of Montréal, Canada, for the Eleventh Conference of
the Parties (COP 11). This conference was also the first Meeting
of the Parties (MOP 1) to the Kyoto Protocol.

These meetings have been instrumental in framing future global
action on climate change, adopting more than forty decisions that
will strengthen global efforts to fight climate change, including
the adoption of the Kyoto Protocol rulebook and the beginning of
preparations for its successor in 2012.

This global activity was reflected at the local level,  in an
international meeting of local government leaders in Montréal.
The Fourth Municipal Leaders Summit was held in Montréal
from 5-7 December 2005, parallel to the COP11/MOP1
Conference. This event - organised by ICLEI in collaboration
with the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, the city of
Montréal, the World Association of Major Metropolises and the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) – saw three
days of intensive discussion on the local impacts of climate
change, and culminated in the World Mayors and Municipal
Leaders Declaration on Climate Change. On behalf of local
governments around the world, this Declaration, signed by over
330 representatives from 40 countries, was presented in official

ICLEI European Secretariat Climate & Air
Team are currently working in a range of
new projects, including:

BYPAD Platform project : BYPAD stands
for Bicycle Policy Audit. It is an instrument
enabling municipalities to evaluate and
improve the quality of their local cycling
policy, based on the methods of total
quality management.

After BYPAD and BYPAD+, the current
project BYPAD-Platform will span the
years 2006-2008. It is aimed at new target
groups: regions (BYPAD-region) and
small towns (BYPAD-local). BYPAD-
Platform covers new countries in Southern
and Eastern Europe (Greece, Spain,
Hungary, Poland, Estonia) as well as new
cities and regions in existing BYPAD
countries.

So far 65 European cities in 15 countries
are using BYPAD. The BYPAD Platform is
to spread the use of BYPAD through
training of BYPAD auditors, organising
regional workshops & international
seminars and developing a good practice
database. For more information:
www.bypad.org

SESAC: Sustained Energy Systems in
Advanced Cities – see page 17 of this
Circular!

For information on ICLEI Climate & Air
activities, contact: ilaria.de.altin@iclei-
europe.org
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session of the COP11/MOP1 Conference.

World Mayors Council promotes climate protection

The Montréal Summit saw the inaugural meeting of the World Mayors Council on Climate Change,
which was launched in June 2005 by Mayor Yorikane Masumoto of Kyoto, Japan, and ICLEI. This
Council aims to politically promote local climate protection policies, foster international cooperation
among municipalities on climate issues, and to push forward ICLEI’s Cities for Climate Protection
Campaign (CCP).

European action on local climate protection

On 5 December 2005, ICLEI member city Nottingham, UK, hosted the Second National Councils
Climate Conference. 200 representatives of UK local governments revised the Nottingham Declaration
on Climate Change, which was subsequently adopted by its 100th signatory. Further, Nottingham
launched a challenge: duplicate the number of signatories every year in the next few years! To support
this effort, a working group of experts is preparing a Climate Action Pack, containing tools and
methodologies especially selected for local governments committed to climate action.

Climate protection issues remain high on the agenda and, over the coming months, a range of activities,
projects and events will take place. A revised CCP Campaign framework will be one of the  topics of
discussion at the conference ‘A Future with Zero CO2 Emissions’, which takes place in Stockholm,
Sweden, from 15-17 May 2006.  The Climate & Air team in the European Secretariat is currently
developing this reinforced strategy for the CCP campaign.

The Reinforced CCP Campaign aims at engaging local governments to accelerate the integration of
sustainability into their decision-making and implementation processes, vis-à-vis climate change
mitigation and adaptation, to achieve, through radical or ambitious targets, measurable reductions in the
emissions that cause air pollution and global warming. Based on the five milestones methodology that
the campaign uses since several years, the reinforced strategy will give new impulse to the municipal
climate movement in Europe. Read page 8 for more details on Stockholm’s exciting event!

ICLEI member city Stockholm trials congestion charg ing
Since 3 January 2006, Stockholm has been trialling a new traffic charging system for all vehicles, similar to the congestion

charging scheme that has reduced traffic by 18% in London,UK and Oslo, Norway.  The Stockholm scheme has been planned
since June 2003, when the City Council adopted a resolution to initiate trials, but required national legislation in June 2004 to

secure funding and a period of planning, before trials began on public transport in August 2005.

These trials have now been extended to include all private transport entering the 34.5km² of central Stockholm, which
comprises 18% of the city’s land space, where 280,000 people live – one third of the city’s residents - and 60% of the city’s
businesses are based. In 2004, over 550,000 journeys were made through the city centre by vehicles every day and over
450,000 of these were made between 0630 and 1830, the hours affected by the new charging system. At the same time,

around 650,000 people used public transport every day.

Early results have been heralded as a great success, with a 25% reduction in transport surpassing the aim of 10-15%. On the
17 workdays from 3-27 January, 1,636,000 SEK (160,000€) was received in charges. To enter central Stockholm, motor

owners are required to pay a congestion charge from 10SEK (1€) to a maximum 60SEK per day (6€). Public transport has
been extended by 197 new buses and 16 new routes introduced, and park-and-ride facilities are being improved. Eco-friendly

cars are exempt from the charges.

The trials will conclude on 31 July 2006 and will be subject to a referendum on 17 September 2006 (the date of the Swedish
national election), to determine if the trials will become permanent. For information on the trials in various languages, see:

���/���� ��	��*���� ��/��

Stockholm is hosting ‘A Future With Zero CO 2 Emissions’ from 15-17 May 2006 – see
page 8 for more information on this exciting event or visit:

www.iclei.org/itc/stockholm2006
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Stockholm Conference targets zero emission future
In 2005, the entering into force of the Kyoto
Protocol and the adoption of more than forty
decisions by the participants at the United
Nations Climate Summit in Montréal, Canada,
brought climate change back to the top of the
agenda. These events highlighted the need for
European cities to act and address the
challenges and potential solutions to global
climate change.

To kick-start discussion and develop stronger
partnerships to tackle climate change, the City of
Stockholm, Sweden, invites municipal leaders to

‘A Future with Zero CO2 Emissions’ - A European conference for local governments on climate
conference for local governments on climate protection and promotion of renewable energy’, from 15-
17 May 2006. Leading cities from around Europe will gather to join forces, share their experiences
and plans, and formulate agendas to drastically reduce CO2 emissions.

The City of Stockholm has an ambitious target - zero CO2 emissions by 2050. This, together with other
ambitious goals, will be discussed at the conference, which will emphasise that the radical approach is
the strategic approach for European local governments. Demonstrating how ambitious cities are
currently achieving radical targets will lend credibility to such innovative approaches.

Energy efficiency, renewable energies, carbon neutrality and adaptation to climate change are some of
the main themes. Ways to fund climate plans will be explored, as well as means to raise political
commitment among high-level decision makers and citizens. A particular focus will be given on how
to develop approaches to start local work on integrated policies on adaptation and mitigation.

Youth committed to climate protection is invited and will play an important role as “watchdogs” and
freethinkers. Municipal leaders will also engage in an exchange with the business sector on how to
jointly achieve tangible commitments in the future. Local governments leaders, national and regional
decision-makers and scientists and academics in the field of climate protection are other important
target groups of the event.

Conference participants will benefit from the latest technologies and research
supporting radical targets and from training sessions on the with ICLEI’s
Cities for Climate ProtectionTM Campaign, on EU funding programmes, on the
Harmonised Emissions Analysis Tool and on the Youth forum. Technical
visits to projects and sites of interest in the city or near surroundings will
concretely show delegates how Stockholm implements climate protection
measures.

The conference is organised by the City of  Stockholm in cooperation with
ICLEI’s Cities for Climate ProtectionTM Campaign, which assembles
worldwide more than 650 local governments in a joint alliance to address
global climate change trends and to engage in a global fight against
greenhouse gas emissions. The Stockholm conference will be used to discuss
and agree upon a reinforced CCP Campaign in Europe. Its components will
include more ambitious targets, long-term perspectives and planning, specific
strategy recommendations on energy efficiency, on the use of renewable
energy, on traffic and mobility strategies, sustainable land use planning and on
the need for adaptation strategies. Registration is open and colleagues
interested are encouraged to attend!

For more information, the draft programme or registration, visit:
www.iclei.org/itc/stockholm2006 or email: stockholm2006@iclei-europe.org
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Second National Councils Climate Conference –
unveiling the new Nottingham Declaration
200 participants from 80 UK councils gathered for the Second National Councils Climate
Conference, which took place in Nottingham on 5 December 2005. The conference celebrated
and reviewed five years of local action to protect the climate since the Nottingham Declaration of
October 2000.

The Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change was re-launched by Sir John Harman, Chairman of
the UK Environment Agency. At the conference the 99th and 100th councils signed up to the
Declaration. At present, there are 107 signatories and the target is to reach 200. To support the
implementation of the declaration,  a ‘Councils’ Climate Action Pack’ was introduced and discussed,
giving participants the possibility to contribute to the shaping of these tools. A Nottingham
Declaration Development Group has also been formed to oversee the development of the Action Pack.

Participants called for committed leadership from local governments backed up by a real commitment
from central government in order to achieve the carbon emission reductions needed. Many positive
messages were communicated – for example, mechanisms for cutting CO2 levels have many
advantages for the community, such as reducing waste and improving the environment, creating job
and training opportunities, improving health and road safety as well as reducing congestion.

Sir John Harman and Councillor Mike Edwards, Deputy Leader of Nottingham City Council,
reiterated the fact that more needed to be done on climate change. Cllr Edwards emphasised “Our
ambition is to make a bigger difference. We want to increase the impact of our work, by working in
partnership with better capacity.”

Sir John Harman (right, launching the revised Declaration)
claimed that everything needed to be done to reduce CO2

emissions and avoid dangerous climate change.  “I would
like to see some local authorities in the UK who could
emulate or even outshine cities like Göteborg or
Heidelberg. If such an authority exists we would be
prepared to go the extra mile, and much further than that, in
giving it specialist support, acknowledgement and
branding.”

The Nottingham Declaration was also presented at the
Fourth Municipal Leaders Summit on Climate Change that took place from 5-7 December 2005 in
Montreal, Canada, where it was welcomed as a great initiative from the UK.

The carbon emissions from delegates’ travel were offset by paying for the retrofitting of one house in
Khayelitsha Township, Cape Town, South Africa. The house was retrofitted with solar water heaters,
new showers, hot taps and drains, ceilings and ceiling insulation, as well as energy efficient lighting.
On 1 March 2006 Mark Hidson from ICLEI handed over the climate legacy money that was collected
in Nottingham at the Khayelitsha Township.

For more information please visit: www.nottingham2005.org

LETIT project aims to maximise potential of local
renewables
The Local New Energy Technology Implementation (LETIT) project aims to help local authorities
across Europe maximise their potential for utilising renewable energies and increasing energy
efficiency, by developing frameworks and methodologies that define the costs and benefits of new
technologies. This will help reduce barriers to identifying and developing local sustainable energy
investments, increase uptake of medium-long term sustainable energy technologies and create
innovative new tools that minimise risks to local authorities and developers. The project takes place in
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six EU Member States – Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Poland, Portugal and the UK – and is
undertaken by teams comprising consultants, local authorities and industrial partners.

The project's first stakeholder event, 'Empowering local
authorities to develop public assets for sustainable energy',
will be held on 27 April 2006 in Brussels, Belgium. The
event aims to disseminate and obtain feedback on a new
toolkit developed for local authorities under the European
Commission’s Sixth Framework Programme.

For more information about the LETIT project, visit the project
website: letit.energyprojects.net

Three Cities advancing Sustainable Energy Systems
Many cities in Europe apply ambitious targets for reducing CO2 emissions in order to halt or at
least slow down climate change. In the case of the city of Delft in the Netherlands, this is 33,500
tonnes CO2 reduction compared to 1990 levels. The Swedish city of Växjö aims at becoming free
of fossil fuels. However, it is not always easy to overcome restrictions, such as lack of knowledge,
examples and limited finances, in order to meet these ambitions.

Together with Grenoble, France, Delft and Växjö want to achieve Success for Sustainable Energy
Systems in Advanced Cities (SESAC) – a project of the Concerto initiative within the EU’s 6th
framework programme. Together, Grenoble, Delft and Växjö strive for more sustainable local energy
economy in order to achieve most ambitious CO2 reduction targets. In five years time, the three cities
want to achieve this through innovation of energy efficiency measures in new and refurbished
buildings, using cutting-edge renewable energy technologies and systems for electricity supply, as
well as for heating and cooling.

Previously, energy systems have not been considered as part of a bigger picture. For this reason, the
three cities want to utilise the potential for synergies and benefits provided by a coherent
environmental management system integrating their energy management. This should better co-
ordinate locally existing instruments and responsibilities. The adopted framework system for local
environmental and energy management is based on the continual cycle of planning, implementing,
monitoring, reviewing, and improving processes and actions.

All three SESAC cities already use various energy management instruments. However, these are either
not seen as part of a management system or are insufficiently coordinated. In addition, the cities’
current management set-up does not entirely match a complete management loop. The aim is to
overcome this gap and enhance effects and efficiency of cities management processes by completing
the plan-do-check-act cycle.

To achieve this, a road map has been developed by ICLEI in
cooperation with the city of Växjö and the Kungliga Tekniska
Högskolan, Stockholm (KTH). As the first milestone, the cities
will perform a “management inventory” of their existing
environment & energy management tools and practices based on
an inventory template and analyse their interfaces with regard to
the agreed framework system. The inventory will form the
foundation of individual strategies for coherent sustainability
oriented energy management. This work will form an important
building block of their locally implemented projects.

For more information about the SESAC project, contact Ilaria de Altin:
ilaria.de.altin@iclei-europe.org or Holger Robrecht:
holger.robrecht@iclei-europe.org

Useful Climate links:

Stockholm Conference, 15-17 May 2006
�  www.iclei.org/itc/stockholm2006
Nottingham Declaration
�  www.nottingham2005.org
World Mayors Council on Climate
Change
�  www.iclei.org/index.php?id=2260
Montreal Declaration

�  www.iclei.org/index.php?id=2447



11

Freiburg to join association for protection from
nuclear power

The ‘Trinationale Atomschutzverband der Bevölkerung um das AKW Fessenheim’ (TRAS) was
founded in June 2005 with the aim of protecting the population of the Upper Rhine region against the
potential atomic risks posed by the accident-sensitive and earthquake-endangered nuclear power plant
in Fessenheim, France. A possible accident at the nuclear power plant in Fessenheim could have
serious negative impacts for the region surrounding the power plant.

TRAS wants to utilise all legal means within the Germany-Switzerland-France boarder triangle in
order to obtain an early shutdown of the Fessenheim plant and to prevent the possible construction of a
successor plant at this location. TRAS has raised the issue at the French and European levels as well as
through technical appraisals, and aims to improve the exchange of experience in the field of renewable
energies in the Upper Rhine region and highlight alternatives to nuclear power. Members of the
federation are cantons and municipalities from Switzerland; the Alsace region, France; and from
Baden region, Germany, as well as federations and individuals.

At a meeting on Tuesday  21 March 2006, the municipal council of the ICLEI member city Freiburg,
Germany, agreed to join the TRAS and become its 24th Member City. By entering TRAS, the city of
Freiburg wants to signal its opposition against the nuclear power plant in Fessenheim and increase the
pressure on the operators at the same time. The annual membership fee will be funded half by the city
of Freiburg and half through donations collected through actions of local citizens.

26 April 2006: the world remembers Chernobyl,
twenty years on
On 26 April 2006, the twentieth anniversary of the nuclear disaster, the world will remember
Chernobyl. From the children of Belarus to the Scottish fields where contaminated sheep still roam,
Chernobyl remains a living catastrophe, its legacy the doomsday scenario of  the nuclear age.

Since 1982, over 550 cities have united behind Hiroshima, Japan, forming the Mayors for Peace
movement that campaigns against nuclear weapons. Various national networks also exist to unite local
governments in favour of green power and against nuclear solutions to the global energy crisis. Now,
over 150 European NGOs and 280,000 European citizens have joined a campaign organised by
atomstopp, Friends of the Earth Europe, Global 2000, Sortir du Nucleaire, WISE and Women for
Peace, against nuclear power. The ‘One million Europeans against nuclear power’ petition challenges
the claims of the nuclear power industry to ‘cleanliness’, pointing out that the creation of dangerous
waste, costs, long-term viability, risk of accidents and proliferation of nuclear weapons, and levels of
CO2 emissions, make nuclear energy an inadequate alternative to green renewables.

At the Moscow G8 Summit on 16 March 2006, the USA and Russia led a call for the “substantial
rebirth” of nuclear power, with the G8 declaring all countries should be able to pursue nuclear power
to secure energy supplies in the coming years. In light of this and other recent announcements – such
as that by China and Russia, who committed to building 32 and 40 nuclear power stations respectively,
or the Baltic plans for a tri-national nuclear power station - action in favour of renewable energy
systems and against nuclear power is urgently needed.

Local Governments from around Europe can help this campaign by committing not to buy nuclear
power and signing up to this petition. To join the campaign visit: www.million-against-nuclear.net
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ICLEI INTERNATIONAL TRAINING CENTRE

Event Greening news
Green Games held in ICLEI member Torino

The 2006 Winter Olympics were held from 10-26 February in ICLEI member city Torino, Italy.
Organisers aimed to set new standards in environmental protection, both in short-term event greening
and long-term sustainability measures that will benefit the host region for decades to come. Torino
won praise from UNEP and WWF for its approach. Measures taken included two sustainability reports
prepared by the Organising Committee; the HEritage Climate TORino (HECTOR) project, which
aimed at a carbon neutral games and supported renewable and efficient energy and forestry; and a
sustainable Environmental Management System – the first employed by an international sporting
event - conforming to ISO 14001 and EMAS. The Games also made use of sustainable procurement
criteria and eco-labels to select suppliers and developed a comprehensive waste management plan to
maximise recycling opportunities.

For more information on the environmental aspects of the Torino Winter Olympics, please visit:
www.torino2006.org

Austrian Presidency promotes twenty steps  to ‘Gree n Events’

From 16-17 January 2006, the Austrian capital Vienna hosted a conference on  'Greening Events',
hosted by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry,  Environment and Water
Management and the Austrian Institute for Applied  Ecology, in cooperation with ICLEI.

The event focused on the steps required to make international events more  ecologically, socially and
economically viable, with practical examples from  cultural, political and sporting life highlighted.
Monika Zimmermann, Director,  ICLEI International Training Centre, delivered a presentation on
'Scope and  instruments of municipalities: from re-action to action', emphasising the possibilities for
local governments to challenge and support the integration of environmental considerations
throughout the life-cycle of their event planning. For larger events, this means identifying the event
‘legacy’,  by creating strategic plans not just for action within the event’s lifetime (such as  waste
management or recycling), but for use of facilities and infrastructures long  after the event is over.

The Vienna event marked the first time an EU Presidency has promoted ‘Greening the Presidency’ –
ICLEI hopes that this momentum will gather pace during the forthcoming Finnish and German
Presidencies.

For more information about ‘Greening the Presidency’, see: www.greening-events.at

For ICLEI’s greening news: www.iclei.org/itc/greening-events

SUVOT - Shaping tomorrow's tourism in a more
sustainable way
How can we make tourism more sustainable and increase awareness about environmental issues
among tourist communities? How can we find innovative ways to attract tourists in old and new
locations of interest? A new guide provides some of the answers!

Questions such as these are central to the Sustainable and Vocational Tourism (SUVOT) project, in
which ICLEI is participating, alongside the Province of Rimini, Italy; Blackpool Council, UK; the
Legacy of al-Andalus, Spain; Kallithea-Rhodes, Greece; the Municipality of Lloret de Mar, Spain;
Giovo Mountain Community, Italy; the Municipality of Bologna, Italy; Klaipeda University,
Lithuania; and Mid Sweden University, Sweden.

Partially financed within the INTERREG IIIC European Programme and based on insights of the
Network of Cities for Sustainable Tourism, SUVOT has developed a Knowledge Resources Guide for
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Sustainability, a flexible tool in both paper and online formats, which enables users to collect and
make accessible data concerning environment management systems, carrying capacity assessment and
best practices identified by the participating countries.

The Guide targets local authorities and other stakeholders, including tour operators, hotel managers,
experts and tourists, and aims to increase awareness of the benefits deriving from the adoption of
sustainable approaches. Continuously enriched with new contents proposed by interested stakeholders,
the Guide provides a common framework to discuss the tools and practices implemented so far, in
order to promote a tourism industry that is respectful of the environment, culture and local
communities.

SUVOT, while aiming to promote a more sustainable form of tourism, focuses on the innovative
model of vocational tourism, which analyses the attitudes of tourists and the tourism destinations
according to different categories and segments. These are based both on interests and personal
vocations and on social, cultural  and natural resources.

Indeed, the recent development of demand for tourism - an expression of individual and collective
passions - is characterised by a search for real experiences. The tourist, guiding their demand
according to a specific vocation to be searched for in particular locations, will be an explorer of the
local values of the territory. In order to fulfil the tourist’s expectations, and to make them become real
living experiences, SUVOT intends to investigate new models of tourist behaviour, their evolutionary
dynamics and their interaction with the local tourist systems, shaping and sharing new concepts of
sustainable and vocational tourism products.

Envisaged to strengthen and widen the existing Network of Cities for Sustainable Tourism, co-
ordinated by the Province of Rimini and ICLEI, SUVOT is intended to be a significant step toward the
development of efficient tools to promote both sustainable and vocational tourism in Europe.

More information on the SUVOT project is available from: www.iclei.org/suvot

Primorsko-Goranska roundtable on education for
sustainable development
‘Education for Sustainable Development’ was the theme of the roundtable to which ICLEI member
Primorsko-Goranska County had invited stakeholders in Rijeka, Croatia, on 2 December 2005.

Around 25 participants from local
governments, counties, universities,
NGOs and other institutions in
Croatia, Slovenia and Bosnia-
Herzegovina discussed needs and
opportunities for building the
capacity of local and regional
governments to engage in
participatory action planning –
especially important against the
background of a newly launched
sustainable development strategy for
the Croatian islands. In the follow-up
to this event, Primorsko-Goranska
County and ICLEI’s International
Training Centre will further explore
their potential cooperation for
addressing the capacity gaps
identified.
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For more information please contact Zoran Skala, Head of the Office for European Integration and Sustainable
Development in Primorsko-Goranska County at zoran.skala@zavod.pgz.hr
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URBAN GOVERNANCE AND LOCAL AGENDA 21

Fifth European Conference on Sustainable Cities
and Towns to take place in Seville, March 2007
The City of Seville, Spain, and the supporters of the European Sustainable Cities and Towns
Campaign (ESCTC) are pleased to invite you to the Fifth European Conference on Sustainable
Cities and Towns taking place in March 2007.

As a result of the Aalborg+10 Conference in June 2004, supporters of the ESCTC committed to
organise conferences and exchanges for Aalborg Commitments signatories and other interested local
governments on sustainable urban development, and to promote international co-operation and
networking for the above purposes. The main objective of the Seville conference will be to evaluate
the implementation of the Aalborg Commitments and the first 12 years of the Aalborg Charter.

More than 1000 participants are expected from all over Europe to focus on three of the ten Aalborg
commitments:  Climate change, Integrated management and cycle of water, and Urban
habitability.

Participants will have the opportunity to gain insights into the progress and achievements made
through implementation of the Aalborg Commitments, and to learn and exchange about how to meet
the Aalborg Commitments and develop sustainably.

Registration for this event will open in May 2006 and more information will soon be available at:
www.iclei.org/sevilla2007

Bridging the Gap between Research and Action
Recommendations of RELAy project now available onli ne

ICLEI recently published recommendations
to advance local sustainable development
that target more effective collaboration
between researchers and local government
practitioners. Titled ‘Bridging the Gap
between Research and Action’, these
recommendations are addressed at both the
scientific and local government sector, as
well as organisations and institutions that
shape framework conditions and provide
funding for research.

The recommendations are an outcome of the
project RELAy – Research for Local Action
towards Sustainable Human Settlements - that
has explored strengths and weaknesses of
different research approaches. RELAy has been
coordinated by ICLEI and financed by
Directorate-General Research of the European
Commission.
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As part of the same activity, ICLEI also coorganised the Nanning International Conference on
Sustainable Urban Development that took place from 9-11 November 2005.  More than 320
participants from Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Europe met at this event, representing local,
regional and national governments, universities, research institutes, international organisations and
other relevant actors. The conference provided a forum to showcase projects with innovative
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methodologies that are suitable to adequately reflect local needs and to ensure the involvement of local
government practitioners in the actual research process.

The Nanning International Conference was a component of the joint research initiative in support of
human settlements launched by UN-HABITAT and Directorate-General Research of the European
Commission at the World Urban Forum in Barcelona, Spain, in September 2004. Co-organisers and
hosts of the conference were the Ministry of Construction of the People’s Republic of China and the
People’s Government of Nanning City. The event was generously funded by the Chinese hosts and the
European Commission.

For the recommendations as well as further information about the conference and the RELAy project see:
www.iclei.org/itc/relay or contact Barbara Anton of the ITC by email: barbara.anton@iclei.org)

Projekt21 - from sustainability reporting to action
planning
In the first phase of Projekt21, pilot municipalities in the German Federal State of Rhineland-
Palatinate assessed their sustainability performance using a special matrix of sustainability indicators
developed by ICLEI. This tool evaluates how municipalities can best balance the needs of their
citizens with protection of common goods and resources.

Based on the indications given in their sustainability reports, the cities and towns have now set
priorities and focus on areas that most need attention, by elaborating action plans. In stakeholder
workshops, long-term objectives and targets have been set as well as measures to reach these targets.
The results of these two-day events, facilitated by ICLEI staff, form the basis for action programmes
to improve sustainability performance in the selected fields.

Six workshops have already taken place, focusing on issues such as “sustainable housing”, “income
and education”or “natural environment and tourism” and bringing forth concrete plans which shall be
implemented in the next phase of the project. Another four workshops are to follow, before partners
meet for the final conference of Projekt21 in autumn 2006, when they will present their sustainability
reports and action programmes and evaluate the process. The project will result in guidelines to
support local governments in reporting and action planning for better sustainability performance.

Further information on Projekt21can be found in German at: www.iclei.org/europe/projekt21

For specific inquiries about the project, please contact Andrea Philipp at: Projekt21@iclei-europe.org

New ICLEI Case Study focuses on Urban Green Days
participant Porto Region
The nine municipalities of the Porto Region, Portugal, are the subject of ICLEI Case Study 91, which
is released in April 2006. This Case Study was awarded to the Porto Region as part of the Urban
Green Days 2005 Campaign, with the Porto Region, through its project Futuro Sustentável,
demonstrating a long-term commitment to sustainable development, innovation and potential
transferability to other communities, and tangible results.  The project fosuses on how simultaneous
regional integration and public participation promote sustainable local development.

The Selection Committee for this Award commended two other
candidates for the Case Study – Murcia, Spain, for an excellent
urban water management programme, and Roeselare, Belgium, for
innovative Urban Green Days awareness-raising activities.

For more information about last year’s Urban Green Days Campaign, see:
www.urbangreendays.org

To information on ICLEI Case Studies: information.services@iclei-
europe.org ���������,����)�	��#4�����,��	/
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GLOBAL CITY: Creating a
Sustainable Future
The second Global City international urban
management summit will take place in the
Congress Centre of Lyon, France, from 17-19 May
2006. Drawing together leading cities and experts,
the event promotes the exchange of best practice
and concrete solutions to make our cities more
sustainable.

ICLEI will contribute to Global City, which is
expected to attract 1,000 urban decision-makers
from over 200 cities and 35 countries, including
100 Mayors and City Leaders. Around the general theme of ‘Creating a sustainable future’, a
comprehensive conference programme will address the economic, environmental, social and financial
dimensions of urban sustainable planning. Together with keynote speeches, special events and
networking opportunities, over 50 cities with an international outlook will present their strategies and
initiatives, opening up a dynamic exchange between the participants. Thursday, May 18, will feature a
dedicated programme for Mayors and City Leaders.

ICLEI members benefit from preferential rates throughout the registration period : €500 instead of
€720 for the public sector, and €800 instead of €1,050 for the private sector (+ VAT). Contact
Frédérique Imbert on Tel: +33 (0)1 41 90 45 25 or e-mail: frederique.imbert@reedmidem.com

To discover the full programme consult: www.globalcityforum.com

Member city Tilburg wins prestigious national award
At a ceremony in Amsterdam on 7 November 2005, ICLEI
member city Tilburg was declared the Most Sustainable City in
the Netherlands, coming first out of 467 local governments. The
city also won the award for the Noord-Brabant province.
Congratulations to Tilburg on this fine achievement!

The award was presented at a ceremony during the Earth Charter
+5 meeting, which took place in Amsterdam from 5-9 November
2005 and was attended by ICLEI General Secretary Konrad Otto-
Zimmermann and Advisory Committee Member Maurice Strong.

Tilburg held the 2005 ICLEI European Members Convention and recently renewed its environmental policy plan.
For more information on Tilburg and the municipality’s work for sustainability, see: www.tilburg.nl

Cities on the programme include: Amsterdam, Angers,
Barcelona, Berlin, Birmingham, Bordeaux, Budapest,
Conseil Général de la Sarthe, Dublin, Dunkirk, Frankfurt,
Freiburg, Gent, Glasgow, Granada, Grenoble, The
Hague, Hamburg, Leeds, Lille Métropole, Lodz, London,
Greater Lyon, Madrid, Manchester, Marseilles, Maya
Riviera, Metz, Mulhouse, Nancy, Nantes Métropole,
Narbonne, Plymouth, Portland, Rennes Métropole, Saint
Quentin en Yvelines, Santiago (Chile), Seattle, the
South East England Development Agency, Stockholm,
Sydney, Turin, York Regional Municipality, Vitoria,
Zurich.
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SUSTAINABLE PROCUREMENT

Submit papers for EcoProcura 2006 in Barcelona!
International Conference on Sustainable Public Proc urement

20-22 September 2006, Barcelona, Spain

From 20-22 September 2006, the City of Barcelona, Spain, will host ‘EcoProcura 2006: Practical
Solutions for Sustainable Procurement’, encompassing the Second International Green
Purchasing Conference and the presentation of the final results of the European Project on
Local Environmental Management Systems and Procurement (LEAP). The event provides a
golden opportunity for stakeholders and multipliers to convene and engage in fruitful exchange
and lively discussions on the topic of sustainable public procurement.

To organise the event, an exciting partnership has been formed between ICLEI, the Provincial and
City Councils of Barcelona, the LEAP project consortium, the International Green Purchasing
Network (IGPN), the Catalan Regional Government and the Spanish Ministry of Environment.

This partnership ensures a wealth of international and local experience on sustainable public
procurement and provides conference delegates with a programme that aims not only to present
solutions that can ensure broader commitment to adopt sustainable procurement practices but also to
accelerate the pace of local, regional and national actions.

Call for papers: The conference organisers seek parties to present their ideas and experiences on the
topic of sustainable procurement at this exciting event. The conference will address a number of sub-
issues and topics detailed on the Call for Papers, which is available to download from the conference
website: www.iclei.org/itc/ecoprocura2006

The deadline for submission of abstracts is 10 April 2006. Registration for the event has also opened,
with registration forms available online.

For more information, contact: ecoprocura2006@iclei.org or visit the website: www.iclei.org/itc/ecoprocura2006
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Graz event aims to turn policy into Green Public
Procurement practice
Today, green procurement is no longer limited to a few products but refers to all kinds of goods
and services, ranging from the procurement of tomatoes for canteens to the purchase of timber
for new windows in office buildings.

However, a study presented to the ‘EU Green Public Procurement: UK Presidency Event’ conference
in October 2005 found that green public procurement is under-utilised by many European countries,
with only seven out of the 25 European Union Member States practising significant green public
procurement activities. These countries are Austria, Denmark, Finland, Germany, the Netherlands,
Sweden and the United Kingdom.

The ‘Green Public Procurement Conference - Turning policy into practice’ which takes place in Graz,
Austria, from 3-4 April 2006, will present the final report of this study and good practice cases to
further increase the purchasing of green products and services.

Public authorities in Europe are major consumers, spending some 16% of the EU’s Gross Domestic
Product, and a change in their consumption pattern towards greener products would have a very
positive impact on our environment. For example, if all public authorities in the EU were to buy green
electricity, this would lead to a CO2 emission reduction equivalent to 18% of the EU Kyoto
commitments.
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This European Commission conference is being organised by
ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability and hosted by the
Austrian Presidency of the European Union. Around 200
purchasers and policy makers from local, regional and national
governments, the private sector, consultancy firms and
international networks from across Europe are expected to attend.

For further information on this event, please visit the conference website
at: www.iclei.org/itc/gpp2006

Information on the EU’s green public procurement activities can be found
at: europa.eu.int/comm/environment/gpp/media.htm

LEAP 2 nd round of joint procurement: recycled paper
Following on from the first successful joint procurement
action for green cleaning products and computer monitors in
the UK, a second round of joint procurement is to be carried
out in Greece, Spain and Portugal for recycled paper. The
purpose of these pilot activities is to assist procurers  in buying
good quality environmentally-friendly products at a fair price,
and with a minimum of administrative work, through
aggregating demand.

Six Greek municipalities have already committed to participate, and a tender will be published on 1
March 2006. For the Spanish and Portuguese actions, ICLEI’s Sustainable Procurement Team are still
looking for further authorities to join and welcome interest in participation. In the UK, the LEAP
partners are exploring the possibilities for the joint purchasing of biodiesel. The London Borough of
Lewisham has published a tender inviting offers for 5%, 10% and 20% biodiesel. Other partners are
working with suppliers to get an overview of what the market can offer and latest developments.

For more information on the LEAP project visit: www.iclei-europe.org/leap

Contact: simon.clement@iclei-europe.org
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Multi-stakeholder Roundtables on Green Electricity
and Sustainable Buildings
Within the DEEP project (Dissemination of Energy
Efficiency Measures in the Public Buildings Sector),
three multi-stakeholder roundtables have been held
to discuss standards or criteria for public
procurement. All roundtables are being attended by
groups of 20-30 experts from various stakeholder
groups relevant for green public procurement
(GPP).

The first roundtable was hosted by the City of Saint-
Denis, France, on 5 December 2005 and focused on
developing criteria for the procurement of green
electricity by European public authorities. It was
concluded that an amended version of the criteria
developed by EUGENE, the European Green
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Electricity Network, would be most appropriate, together with demands for electricity from newly-
built power plants to ensure that additional capacity on the market is being stimulated.

The second roundtable, held in Florence, Italy, focused on setting standards for the materials used in
public building projects, with a particular focus on the use of LCA tools in design and construction,
together with the exclusion of certain materials. The criteria outlined at these two roundtables is now
in the process of being further developed, and will be circulated at a later date to interested
stakeholders for further consultation.

The final roundtable for the project took place in Bolzano, Italy, on 31 March 2006. Participants
discussed standards for the energy performance of new buildings and renovation projects, as well as
the opportunities for employing renewable energy sources.

DEEP leaflets available in French and Greek

Information brochures on the DEEP project are now available to
download in Greek and French, in addition to English and Catalan, from
the project website.

The DEEP project aims to promote opportunities in improving energy
efficiency through high environmental standards for public office
buildings. Criteria for building materials, energy performance, and
green electricity will be developed and, based on this, information and
training tools for public authorities’ suppliers and public purchasers will
be develop. The project findings will be integrated into European policy
recommendations.

For more information on the DEEP project, please visit: www.iclei-
europe.org/?deep or contact: simon.clement@iclei-europe.org

EcoProcura 2006  - the International Conference on
Sustainable Public Procurement, takes place from  20-2 2

September 2006 in Barcelona, Spain

including the Second International Green Purchasing
Conference and presentation of LEAP project final results.

Submit your paper before 10 April and register online at:
www.iclei.org/itc/ecoprocura2006

Turn to page 17 for further details!
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Tool-kit and Roundtable to ‘Buy Fair’
ICLEI’s Buy Fair project, sponsored by the Dutch Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the
Environment (VROM), is aiming to develop a toolkit containing simple guidance for public authorities
wishing to buy fair trade products. A draft version of this toolkit became available at the end of
February and was sent to relevant stakeholders for consultation – participation in this process is still
possible and the Sustainable Procurement Team are particularly interested in getting feedback from
public procurers on the practicality of the purchasing criteria developed, and others working in the
field of fair trade.

An expert roundtable will be held within the project on 5 April 2006, hosted by the City of Graz,
Austria, and directly following the European Green Public Procurement conference. The workshop
will explore the toolkit being developed, and in particular recommended purchasing criteria. Some 20-
30 experts will be invited from a number of different stakeholder groups to contribute to the
development process.

For more information on the project or to take part in the consultation round, please visit the website at: www.iclei-
europe.org?buyfair or contact: simon.clement@iclei-europe.org

‘Downstream Impacts of Sustainable Procurement’
assessed at London workshop
A multi-stakeholder workshop on the downstream impacts of sustainable procurement was held in
London in January 2006 as part of a research project commissioned by the UK Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. The project, co-ordinated by Environmental Resources
Management (ERM), and involving both ICLEI and the Building Research Establishment (BRE), is
studying the impacts sustainable procurement activities have had on market supply and broader
consumer demand. The workshop brought together about 50-60 purchasers, government
representatives, market experts and private sector representatives, mostly from the UK. The
participants examined current progress with the Downstream Impacts work, together with two other
DEFRA-sponsored research activities on sustainable procurement.

For more information on the project please contact: amalia.ochoa@iclei-europe.org

WATER

ICLEI member Zaragoza to be demonstration city in
new research project on urban water management
ICLEI members Zaragoza, Spain, and Belo Horizonte, Brazil, have committed themselves to test
new urban water management solutions as part of  ‘SWITCH – Sustainable Water Management
Improves Tomorrow’s Cities Health’. The SWITCH proj ect - launched at the Fourth World
Water Forum in Mexico City on 20 March 2006 - proposes a global switch in urban water
management for the City of the Future. The project is coordinated by UNESCO-IHE and
funded by the European Commission. The consortium of partners comprises 32 reputed actors,
including ICLEI, and has a budget of €22million.

The project will develop scientific, technological and socio-economic solutions that contribute to an
effective urban water management scheme. SWITCH will address challenges linked to urban sprawl in
metropolitan areas – namely, the quantity and quality of water, ineffective sanitation systems, poor
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governance and costly water management.  SWITCH involves all actors of society and aims at shaping
The City of the Future in 30 to 50 years from now.

Sustainable solutions are urgently needed to meet the challenges
in urban water management. The SWITCH project is therefore
designed to cover all elements of the urban water cycle, from
water demand management, to storm water management, waste
prevention, treatment and reuse, governance and asset
management, to river rehabilitation and eco-hydrology. SWITCH
will research, train and demonstrate improved water practice at
the city, river basin and global levels. Other cities collaborating
in this project at different levels are: Accra, Ghana; Alexandria,
Egypt; Beijing, China; Birmingham, UK; Bogota, Colombia;
Cali, Colombia; Essen, Germany; Hamburg, Germany; Lima,
Peru; Lodz, Poland; and Tel Aviv, Israel.

For more information, please contact the SWITCH Secretariat at:
switch@unesco-ihe.org

Visit the project website: www.unesco-ihe.org/switch

SUSTAINABILITY MANAGEMENT

Management in action – Instruments for
mainstreaming sustainability
“The authorative ‘Best Insurance Underwriting Guide’ in the
USA – used extensively by insurance underwriting professionals –
lists Local Governments amongst the most hazardous
organisations from an environmental impairment perspective. To
this end, we may even say that Local Governments act as
criminals”. Professor Johan Nel, of North-West University in
South Africa, startled his audience with these opening words!

Professor Nel was speaking at the well-attended Sustainability
Management sessions of the 2006 ICLEI World Congress in Cape
Town, South Africa. His comments highlight the need for more
enhanced and improved application of sustainability management
systems in local governments, and followed on from impressive
speeches by Charles McNeill, Environment Programme Team
Manager of the UNDP, and – in his final speech as Executive
Director of UNEP – Professor Klaus Töpfer, who also emphasised the
need for enhanced sustainability management practices in local
governments, if tangible improvements are to be seen.

In general, local governments fail to utilise tools and examples that may help them make better
decisions and set priorities based on sustainability principles. Speakers and participants identified
insufficient implementation of sustainability management cycles as a key impediment to
mainstreaming of sustainability.

The Local Solutions sessions presented various examples of advanced management approaches and
tools, tailored to the different social and economic contexts and needs of developed and developing
states. Whereas applications of Triple bottom line-reporting in Melbourne, Australia and Hamilton,
Canada looked into the sustainability performance of local governments as part of their ‘bring your
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own house in order-exercise’, the ecoBUDGET experiences of the city of Bologna, Italy, proved the
applicability of the approach to address issues of the whole urban area.

Meanwhile, the benefits of the ecoBUDGET system are appreciated by Asian local governments. The
focus was on environmental resources and poverty alleviation, as demonstrated by an impressive case
study presented by the city of Tubigon and the province of Bohol in the Philippines. Response to the
demand for support could be found in a variety of case studies presenting international cooperation of
ICLEI members to introduce management systems based on peer-to-peer approaches, including
analysis of newly-developed tools that support individual elements of the management cycle, in
particular the STATUS tool supporting target setting.

The Eco-efficiency sessions developed thoughts in response to the decision of ICLEI members to
develop an eco-efficient cities strategy in 2003. The eco-efficiency approach is seen as an important
contribution to managing the Ecological Footprint of ICLEI cities. Examples from the city of Oslo,
Norway, and the city of Baguio, Philippines, referred to the enormous potential for saving our
environmental and financial resources. Consequently, a proposal for an ICLEI Footprint initiative was
presented, that would encourage ICLEI member cities to calculate their Ecological Footprint tri-
annually prior to each World Congress and apply instruments for its management.

 As much as participants to the sessions expressed their excitement by this idea, need was found to
further discuss the impact of such an initiative to ICLEIs membership. The initiative was referred to
the next ICLEI Executive Committee meeting. In any case, agreement was found that a globally
responsible Ecological Footprint of cities needs to respect the reality of over-consumption in
developed and under-consumption in developing countries. To this end, the task is to reasonably
manage our cities Ecological Footprint rather than to oblige every city also in developing countries to
reduce their environmental consumption with the overall aim being to keep consumption within the
definite limits respecting the definite limits of our one planet Earth.

To conclude, the potential of sustainability management instruments is by no means exhaustively
used. To arrive there, the great opportunities of management instruments for mainstreaming
sustainability need to be highlighted. However, this needs to be embedded in an integrated approach of
governance and government – community involvement in participatory planning and sustainability
management systems.

Managing Urban Europe 25: developing models for
sustainable cities of the future
The Managing Urban Europe-25 (MUE-25) project will develop a framework model for better
implementation of already existing environmental management systems such as EMAS, ISO
14001 and ecoBUDGET. MUE-25 aims to develop a framework model that promotes the
implementation of environmental management systems for the whole urban area and supports
the introduction of new elements of economic and social aspects into these management systems.
Through practical work with cities, including local training, capacity building and research,
MUE-25 will contribute to the strengthening of environmental and sustainability practices
across the European Union. MUE-25 has a total of 23 partners, including 14 European cities,
and in order to consolidate the basis of experiences achieved as well as input for the model
development, a German module has also been established (see below).

The currently 22 participating cities - including the German module cities - are committing themselves
to implement the framework model for the environmental management of urban areas. The cities
include both very experienced cities and cities that are only just starting to implement environmental
management systems, so cities will act according to their experience. Four network partners have been
linked to the project in order to provide specific input on thematic issues.
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Framework model for
sustainability management
of the whole urban area

The framework model presents 13
key principles to serve as a
foundation of any locally applied
environmental or sustainability
management system to allow for
commitment independent of local
conditions.

The system has to be organised
centrally in the city management
with regular involvement of the
central political body in target-
setting and evaluation to ensure
commitment, legitimisation and
maximised impacts. To this end, it
must focus on strategic rather than
operational issues. The system
should address the entire functional
urban area, irrespective of
administrative boundaries and the
degree of the local authority power.

Journey approach to sustainability management

The framework model has a “journey” approach as it allows for the consideration of various starting
points, framework conditions and ambitions. Furthermore, it has a modular approach, which permits
the cities to gradually expand the system in scope and content to include various aspects, actors and
spheres of government. Through the integration of the social and economic dimension the urban
environmental management system will develop into a sustainable urban management system. This
integration will use the Aalborg Commitments as the reference document to identify both the direct
and indirect sustainability aspects of urban areas. The model also has a framework approach allowing
for the integration of locally applied instruments and step-by-step completion and advancement.

Project process

MUE-25 was initiated by analysing the success of applications of environmental management systems
in European cities. The aim was to determine possible shortcomings and to obtain important
information regarding the further development of the existing systems and their implementation
methods. The first version of a framework model for the environmental management of urban areas
was presented to all project partners in October 2005. The project partners approved the framework
model and its elements as a basis for their future work in the project. During 2006-2007, the city
partners will implement the framework model and report on successes and failures, enabling further
modification of the framework model by the end of the project in February 2008.

Improved framework model by 2008

On the basis of the experiences and feed-back from the cities the framework model will be further
elaborated. By the beginning of 2008, MUE-25 will present an improved framework model and
implementation methodology applicable to all cities in Europe. MUE-25 will produce training material
and methods for the implementation of the framework model and will also provide best-practice
examples. The MUE-25 project will share its experiences during the duration of the project lifetime to
local authorities across Europe. MUE-25 has a total budget of €2.9million and is co-funded by
European Commission DG Environment, the Finnish Ministry of the Environment, German Federal
Environmental Foundation, the Ministries for Environment of the German Federal States of Baden-
Württemberg and Bavaria and all participating partners.
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ICLEI’s Sustainability Management & Urban Governance Team is responsible for organising
international training sessions during the implementation phase, and each city will get individual
support and guidance. The first training session was held in January 2006 in Turku, Finland. In Turku,
the partner cities were provided with tools for working with the first part of the framework model.

Further information and a full description of the proposed framework model for the environmental management of
urban areas can be downloaded from the project website: www.mue25.net

For further information, contact Cristina Garzillo: cristina.garzillo@iclei-europe.org or Andrea Philipp:
andrea.philipp@iclei-europe.org

German MUE-25 cities prepare for baseline review
The German module of Managing Urban Europe-25 was approved by Deutsche Bundesstiftung
Umwelt, the German Federal Environment Foundation, in spring 2005. Currently, nine German
cities and towns are implementing a management system addressing the whole functional urban
area with its set of own goals for environmental quality and sustainable development. The
German module is following the same steps as the European module of MUE-25 and it is hoped
that more local governments will participate in the project.

Their activities were kicked off with a ‘Baseline Review’, an assessment of the local situation that is
essential in analysing the present state of  the environment and sustainability aspects in the
municipality. This kind of assessment is required in urban environmental management and is also part
of the Aalborg Commitments, which are a reference framework for municipal sustainability
management in Europe.

Past and upcoming activities

To help equip the participating cities with the necessary skills to
perform the baseline review, all partners were invited to the first
international training session that was held in Turku, Finland from
24-26 January 2006. Regional workshops are also held – the first of
these was held in Ludwigsburg in January 2006, and the second took
place in Hannover on 22 February 2006, organised by ICLEI in
cooperation with the the Local Agenda 21 office in Hannover and the
Lake Constance Foundation.

The aim was to present Managing Urban Europe-25 to interested
communities in the north-western part of Germany, to provide a
platform for exchange on prior experiences in environmental
management issues and to allow for discussions on the integration of
existing instruments into an urban sustainability management system.

City of Paderborn joins the project!

As a result of the second workshop, the City of Paderborn has
confirmed participation in the project, joining the eight local
governments currently involved in the German project: Ascha,
Berlin-Lichtenberg, Donaueschingen, Ludwigsburg, Neu-Ulm, the
County of Nordhausen, Tübingen and Würzburg. Other interested
municipalities have the chance to join the project until end of June
2006 and to become one of maximum 16 pilot cities in Germany.

For further information about the project, contact Andrea Philipp by email at:
andrea.philipp@iclei-europe.org
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For cities taking part in the project,
a workshop will be held in
Osnabrück on 17 May 2006, hosted
by the German Federal
Environment Foundation (Deutsche
Bundesstiftung Umwelt).
This event is followed by a national
network conference ‘Kirche und
Kommunen - gemeinsam für
Nachhaltigkeit!’ (Church and
Community join for sustainability!)
on 18–19 May 2006 in Osnabrück,
organised by ICLEI in co-operation
with KATE (Stuttgart), the
Protestant Church of Westphalia,
the “Landesarbeitsgemeinschaft
Lokale Agenda 21 NRW (LAG21).

The conference program is
available for download from the
LAG21homepage, under
‘LAG21network’: www.lag21.de

Further information will be
announced soon at: www.iclei-
europe.org
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Guntur ratifies ecoBUDGET master budget
Guntur - one of the strongest supporters of ICLEI’s
Sustainability Management programme - achieved another
milestone on 4 March 2006 by ratifying its ecoBUDGET
Master budget.

An ICLEI member since 2002, the Indian city has also
implemented the Cities for Climate Protection campaign for
four years and joined the ecoBUDGET family as part of the
European Commission’s Asia Urbs Project along with Bohol,
Philippines; Bologna, Italy; and Växjö, Sweden.

Over the past year, Guntur Municipal Corporation (GMC) has worked on its Master Budget, with the
help of its European partner Bologna and ICLEI. Officials from GMC attended the Bologna kick-off
meeting for ecoBUDGET and established the local implementation team in March 2005. In June 2005,
GMC organised a field visit to learn how to prepare their Master Budget and, despite leadership
changes in October 2005, the new Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Commissioner and entire GMC staff

supported ecoBUDGET and participated in the second partners
meeting in October 2005 in Bohol, Philippines.

GMC is going to implement the Master Budget in 2006 and review
the process next year. Targets have been set for the following
environmental priorities - Water Quality , Water Quantity , Health,
Green City, and Air Quality .

For further information, contact Andrea Burzacchini by email:
andrea.burzacchini@iclei-europe.org

Ecoprofit ® successfully transferred to China
The two year cooperation pilot project –
involving the cities of ICLEI member cities of
Graz, Austria and Hannover, Germany - to
transfer the Ecoprofit® approach to the City of
Panzhihua, China, was successfully completed
in December 2005. Founded in 1965,
Panzhihua is a young and prospering city with
rich sources of coal and ores for different
metals, and the city has proven to be a perfect
choice for the implementation of the project.

The enormous concentration of mining and
metallurgical industries creates considerable
environmental problems, especially regarding
air and water pollution.
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Having  been named among the ten most polluted cities in China in 2004, Panzhihua is making
considerable efforts to change the situation, with the interdisciplinary Green Team and the local
partner ACPA 21 driving the process. Ecoprofit® offered a constructive and cooperative option for
local authorities and industry to work together for the improvement of the situation.

The two years were an intense period for all partners, requiring not just technical training but also
learning about systems, cultures and how to transfer European approaches to the Chinese environment.
Considerable efforts went into the selection of companies for the participation in the Ecoprofit® pilot
implementation phase and it was not always easy to convince the management of enterprises that
activities and investments for the improvement of their environmental performance will also render



26

economic benefits for them.  However, following intensive trainings in Graz, Hannover and Freiburg,
Germany, the local team of experts successfully managed to recruit a group of nine enterprises for
participation in the pilot phase. During a visit in June 2005, the companies were visited and options for
action identified. Then, the companies developed their Ecoprofit® programmes with the help of
European experts and the local Ecoprofit® consultants that had been trained in Europe and China
before. In addition, some key executives in the companies received an introductory training on the
Ecoprofit® approach.

Due to the late selection of the companies participating in the pilot phase, the period for development
of the individual company programmes and the implementation of a first set of measures was
comparatively short. This made the results achieved within only a few months all the more impressive
- considerable savings in the use of water and energy were made, yielding substantial economic
benefits, reductions in emissions, as well as improvements in worker’s safety. These achievements
have been supported by a wide range of measures – e.g. simple changes in work organisation and
training of employees, and the replacement of materials and investment in new technology.
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Project Outcomes

On 3 December 2005, an awarding ceremony for
these nine companies took place in the convention
center of Panzhihua. Among the awarded
companies were small enterprises like the Pangan
Railway Repair company (with about 100
employees), as well as larger ones such as the
Pangan Metallurgical Residue company, which
has more than 1300 workers. The ceremony was
held within the framework of the pilot project for
the implementation of Ecoprofit® in China,
supported by the Asia Urbs Programme of the
European Commission.

The environmental improvements and economic
savings of all companies were checked by an
independent commission including
representatives of the European project partners -
City of Graz, City of Hannover, Cleaner
Production Centre Austria, ICLEI European
Secretariat and STENUM consultants - as well as
local public officials, such as representatives of
the Panzhihua Planning and Reform Commission
and the Panzhihua Environmental Bureau.

The project was completed with final trainings in
Graz and Hannover for the Chinese Ecoprofit®

consultants, team members and experts from the
pilot companies. The training included visits to
Ecoprofit® companies in Graz and Hannover to
see again how the concept successfully operates
in practice and what can be achieved by using the
approach over a longer period.

Conclusions

All companies recognised the fact that it is important to begin with small and easy steps in order to see
an immediate return and to initiate and keep the motivation of staff, as well as the senior management.
The analysis that has been carried out, together with the plans that have been developed, clearly show
the potential for further environmental benefits and economic savings.

Based on its geographical location and climate, Panzhihua has acquired an image as a tourist
destination during the winter months. Of course, to strengthen this profile and to develop it into a
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major factor for the local economy, the further improvement of the local environmental quality will be
a key factor.

Therefore, the project partners, companies and City officials believe the programme should be
continued beyond the pilot phase – this will require external support by experts and consultants until
the time when the scheme could be run independently by Chinese local gorvernments and Ecoprofit®
consultants.

Potential beyond Panzhihua

The hyper-development of Chinese cities means
that potential for Ecoprofit® activities within and
outside of Panzhihua is huge. In 2005, 47
companies were closed due to their high
contribution to pollution, but this is not a solution
that can be considered as sustainable from a
social and economical point of view.
Furthermore, the control of  local authorities over
state-owned companies in the basic industries is
quite limited - Ecoprofit®, as a cooperative
approach between the local government and
companies in order to realise environmental
improvements and economomic benefits, seems
perfectly suited to overcome this situation.
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A Chinese Website including training elements and a Chinese Ecoprofit® Guide should help to further
promote Ecoprofit® in China. Of course, it is of utmost importance that the successful work begun in
Panzhihua will continue there and that the good examples developed in the companies are continued
and further companies can be motivated to participate. The foundation is laid and the perspectives are
good.

Municipal Leaders Conference on Local and
Regional Disaster Management and Prevention
The local and regional levels play a crucial role in ensuring the efficiency of disaster
management and early warning systems. In order to give local political decision-makers a voice
and to benefit from their experiences, the Service Agency Communities in One World
(Servicestelle Kommunen in der Einen Welt SKEW / InWEnt) – in cooperation with the City of
Bonn and other partners – held the Mayors’ Conference on Early Warning on 26 March 2006.
The forum took place in ICLEI member city Bonn, Germany, hosted by the Mayor of Bonn,
Bärbel Dieckmann, and within the framework of the Third International Conference on Early
Warning (EWC III).

This high policy element aimed to allow local leaders and georisk experts to exchange their
experiences with disaster management. Among the participants was ICLEI Executive Member Mrs.
Hansa Patel, who is an Advisor to the All India Institute for Disaster Management. 39 mayors, local
policy-makers and international early warning experts from Bolivia, Guatemala, Armenia, Georgia,
Indonesia, India, USA, Germany, Mozambique and other countries discussed questions regarding
inter-level integration and governance issues, risk and information management and local capacities
and normative development. A local position was adopted in a declaration and presented as an input
from local governments to the EWC III by Juan Del Granado (Mayor La Paz, Guatemala).

The documentation and the ‘Mayors’ Conference on Early Warning Declaration’ will be available in
English by end of May. It will include comments from participating mayors and contributions from
luminaries such as Dr. Volker Hauff (German Council for Sustainable Development.

For more information please contact Nina Ouan at: Service Agency Communities in One World,
Friedrich Ebert Allee 40, 53113 Bonn, Germany, or visit: www.service-eine-welt.de
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BOOK REVIEW

Book in German
Lobbying und Kommunikation in der Europäischen Unio n

Wer auf Entscheidungen der Europäischen Union Einfluss nehmen will, muss sich in dem Netzwerk
der europäischen Institutionen und Einrichtungen zurechtfinden und wissen, wo und wie Lobbying in
Brüssel und Straßburg betrieben wird. Das Wissen über die Institutionen der europäischen
Gemeinschaft hat in den letzten Jahren stark zugenommen. Trotzdem gestaltet sich das Umfeld der
Europäischen Union, mitunter durch die jüngste Erweiterung und die damit enorme Vergrößerung des
Binnenmarktes, als ein mehr oder weniger unbekanntes Wesen in der breiten Öffentlichkeit.

Gleichzeitig steigt die Notwendigkeit auch für Kommunen wie für andere Akteure, mit der
Europäischen Union zu kommunizieren und zu agieren. Viele Unternehmen beispielsweise führen zu
diesem Zweck bereits eigene, so genannte Corporate Diplomacy Units ein.

Die Neuerscheinung “Lobbying und Kommunikation in der Europäischen Union” bietet einen
umfassenden Überblick über die Ansatzpunkte eines EU-Lobbying als Politik auf der zweiten Ebene,
die die Entscheidungen der Brüsseler Gremien stark beeinflusst. Gleichzeitig ermöglicht dieses
Handbuch einen raschen Einstieg mit einer Fülle an kompakten Informationen zum Thema Lobbying.

Das Buch ist in 7 übersichtliche Teile gegliedert. Zu Beginn wird die Europäische Union im
Allgemeinen beschrieben, gefolgt von Lobbying in Brüssel, um dann auf die Entscheidungsgremien
und den Lobbying Prozess näher einzugehen und abschließend einen Ausblick zum EU-Lobbying-
Umfeld zu geben. Zudem bietet eine Begleit-CD-ROM Basisdokumente für ein erfolgreiches EU-
Lobbying. Wiewohl in erster Linie gedacht für Unternehmen, hat dieses Buch auch für Kommunen
Relevanz.

Klemens H. Fischer, Lobbying und Kommunikation in der Europäischen Union, BWV Berliner Wissenschafts-
Verlag, 2. Auflage, Berlin, 2005
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